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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.n., and read prayers.

QUESTION—INCOME TAX RE-
TURNS.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, Whether the
Government are aware that within the
last few weeks nuinbers of people who
have receipts for the payment of
income tax during recent years have
received letters from the Taxation De-
partment stating that income tax re-
turns had not been furnished by them
for the years 1907, 1908, and 1909,
and adding thet they had rendered
themselves liable to a heavy penalty ?
2, Whether returns were issued to those
persons holding receipts in ignorance
of the fact that such persons had slready
paid the tax ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied : 1. Yes. 2, They were issned in
consequence of names and addresses of
employees in returns, furnished under
Section 52, differing from the par-
ticulars stated in the returns furnished
by the taxpayers themselves.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day—Conclusion.

Resumed from the previous day.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) :
Through the kindness of the Colonial
Secretary I have the honour of addressing
a few remarks to you, Mr. President.
Following in the footsteps of other
members. [ desire to express my regret
at the loss the Empire has sustained
by the death of our late King. and I
feel sure that T fully express the wishes
of the other members that King Georee V.
will have a long and illustrious reign.
We also hope sincerely that it will be
a peaceful reign. I desire v offer
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my congratulations to you, Mr. President,
upon your victory at the recent elections
and upon the honour again conferred
upon you on being re-elected to preside
over this House. I also wish to express
to the new members & welcome and to
gsay that I am pleased indeed that
although all the old members of this
House were opposed, with the exception
of our old friend Sir Edward Wittenoom,
it is pleasing for us all to meet agin.
T would like to refer to the loss the House
has sustasined by the absence from our
midst of Mr. Randell, Mr. Haynes, and
Mr. Oats. It means of courag that we
have lost some very able advice that
will, T suppose, make some of us a little
more careful, but I sincerely hope that
these gentlemen will be spared in our
midst so that we may refer to them
from time to time end get their advice
for the better Government and welfare
of the country though they may not be
members of this House, With regard
to the Speech, I think we can all con-
gratulate the Government on the op-
timistic spirit that pervades it right
throngh. T certsinly was somewhat
astounded to find the amount of business
that is going to be put before Parliament
this session becawse I quite expected
that after the strenuous and good work
that the Premier has been doing in
London, he would look forward to a
season of rest upon his cars and T shink
that the courstry counld very well have
done without the enormous amounb
of business that it is proposed to put
before us in the present session. There
are some very important measures per-
vading the Speech right through, and
these require very careful scrutiny be-
cause { personelly am not inclined to
give my endorsement to them aill. We
will have to wait and see exactly what
the various measures are. One great
trouble .hat we have before us is that
the recent Federal Elections have shown
us that we shall have to keep a tight
hand on the finances. It was par-
ticularly unfortunate to lose the Financial
Agreement beecause with the great de-
mands in every direction for increased
works and conveniences of one deseription
and another. we undoubtedly wanted
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all the revenue it was possible to obtain,
and I am quite satisfied that we wanted
some very definite revenue fixed in the
Constitution as & guarantee of the
financial stebility of the country when
going upon the market for loans for the
cartrying out of the many works required
here. At the same time it is o wvery
unenviable position for the 'Treasuver
of the State to have to carry on and
have this shadow over him all the time
and which will remain for some years
to come & great uncertainty as to what
the sources of revenue will be. Of course
the finences of the State are in a pros-
perous condition. Month after month
went by and we saw everything was
8o promising that I sincerely hoped we
would have the Treasurer coming down
this year with & proposal to remit some
taxation. I shall still go on hoping
that the Treasurer will be inclined at
least to reconsider some of the taxation
which is very severe. I at least expected
that consideration would be given to the
question of the land and income tax
and it might be seen, now that
the finances are so prosperous, that a
remission of the tax or a repeal of the
Act should take place. I can see now
that a great many pecple who several
years ago had no hesitation in going in
for that taxation, because they were
to be exempted for five vears, are falling
into line and becoming somewhat scared
when they notice the extraordinary val-
uations which are being put upon city
and country lands. The Taxation De-
partment has an inflated notion of the
values of the land of this country.
And from many remarks T have heard
in the country and in the city, I regret
very much my laxity when that Bill
was going through Committee, and that
I was not able to press the suggestion
I then mede that in case a person was
not satisfied with the value placed on
his property, even after an appeal. there
shoulM be some provision by which he
could demand that the Government
should take over his property on a
valuation. T have met some men whose
unimproved value is greater than the
price they are prepared to take ior
their land plus all the improvements.
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When we have a department that puts
sach scandalous wvalues upon land

The Colonial Secretary : Why do they
not appesl ¥

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Probably
they will appeal; several of them
have given notice of appeal; but it

seems to me that it is scandalous indeed
for a department to put them in that
position. It iz simply harassing the
country from one end to another. I
have seen people who cannot possibly
find the cash to pay the taxes, and
who have in some instances to go to
other people and borrow money to pay
them. It is not on account of the taxes
altogether, but it is the cost of preparing
the returns and the trouble of going in,
20 miles in some instances, to the town
and spending a day or two there in order
to have the returns made out, during
which time their work at home is ne-
glected. They probably find they have
to pay £1 or £2 in order to make up
the taxation returns, when the tax
does not amount to that much. There
is also the point elluded by Mr. Kirwan
in the question he put this afternoon.
It is a very serious thing indeed. I
think the department needs re-organising
or being put right out if people are
harassed to the extent of having these
accounts sent out to them continuously
for several years. It is too bad altogether.
There is something radically wrong if
ofticers are allowed to do that sort of
thing. If officers in any private firm
did it T think they would pretty soon be
hauled over the coals. I cordially con-
gratulate the country on the magnificent
season we have had and the abundant
wheat harvest, and at the same time
I certainly desire to congratulate the
Commissioner of Railways on the success-
ful handling of the whole of the harvest.
All the work of carrying the record
harvest we had was done without any
great inconvenience to anybody, and,
I think, throughont the country we had
hardly any complaints, but, at the
same time, there was one very serious
trouble—I do not think the railways are
altogether responsible for it, but it is
& very hard matter as yet to arrive at
what is wrong. There has been a



f4 Avcust, 1910.]

systematic pilfering of wheat and other
produce going on on the railways.
As to whether that pilfering takes place
at the station where the wheat is un-
loaded, or at the port of Fremautle,
or along the line, so far no decision has
been arrived at ; but it is a serious state
of affairs when we find a firm during
the season losing some thing like 150 bags
of wheat out of a few consignments,
and when private individuals, perhaps,
out of a parcel of 400 or 500 bags discover
that 20 or 40 bags have been taken off,
for which they do not get any return.
Of course, we cannot blame anyone for
it, but the sooner the matter is rectified
the better it will be for those who have
to make their living in the production
of this wheat. I see it is the intention
of the Government to erect at North
Fremantle and other ports, grain sheds
equipped with the most modern and
effective appliances for the rapid despatch
of vessels. I do not know how far the
Government have gone into this question,
but I sincerely hope their intention is to
go. shall T say bald-headed, at any rate
to go in strongly for the handling of the
grain direct without the use of the bag
system. T sincerely hope that the eleva.
tor system will be introduced. We find
that in the Eastern States, particularly
in Sydney, a tremendous amount of
money has been spent on the electric
system. I was informed when in Sydney
that the Government had spent £60,000
or £80,000 in equipping an electric system
for handling bags, and that none of the
farmers in New South Wales are satisfied
with it. Year after year for many years
now the farmers have been impressing
on the New South Wales Glovernment the
importance of sacrificing the whole of
that expenditure end instituting the
elevator system. The same applies in
Victorie and South Awustralia ; the
farmers are all pressing the various
CGovernments to institute the elevator
system. We must recognise thet the
most important countries trading in
wheat, and the successful ecountries,
have this system in vogue.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: What about
the ships, can you get the ships to come
here ?
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Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I think
we will have very little difficulty in
gotting the ships to come here. They
go to other places. If we cannot get
them, well, this is a country with social-
istic ambitions, and I do not see why
we should not build the ships. However,
¥ think it is wrong to say the ships will
not come here. On our last harvest
the farmers had to pay over £40,000 for
bags, and the whole of that £40,000 is
absolutely wasted as there is no use
for the bags where they are sent. The
bags cannot be used again, and in the
use of the bags there is a terrible loss
of wheat. From all I have been able
to understand there is no such loss
takes place in the elevator system, or,
at any rate, there is nothing like the
loss there is through wusing the bags.
Again, the bags are of no value in the
countries to which wheat is exported.
It is simply keeping up & trade for a
number of people in whom we have no
interest in the least. I recognise that
the Government, ii they attempt to go
in for the elevator system, will be im-
mediately hitting up ogainst vested
interests, but those vested interests are
very slight at the present time and not
worth considering. The wheat industry
is in its infancy, and I think it is only
right we should start right, and as the
wheat industry is in such o small way
now the vested interests are naturally
small.

Hon. R. Laurie:
interests ?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Just now,
firms trading in jute, and several of
the shipping companies. T have no
wish to mention names, but I am satisfied
it is not & serions matter. There would
be opposition, but there would be no
undue interference with any vested
interests worth considering. and we
should certainly start on the scheme.
I have no desire to go into any particualars
—1I saw something in the Press this
morning about this very question—
but I am satisfied from what I have
seen of it, and from what I have read,
that all th- Eastern States are very
anxious about the elevator system,
and that the only thing that would stop

What are the vested
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the New South Wales Government
from doing anything in that direction
is that they have spent this enormous
sum of money putting in & system which
the farmers do not want, though of
course, some people must have been in
favour of the scheme to support the
Government spending £60,000 or £80,000
on a plant against the wishes of the
farmers generally. I know, however,
that the farmers do not care if all this
expenditure is thrown overboard ; they
say they must have the elevator system.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: What would
the elevator system cost ?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Little more
than £15,000, I believe.

The Colonial Secretary : It would cost
that for rolling stock alone.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Of course,
that is one of the difficulties, but I was
only referring to the shipping portion
of it.

Hon. R. Laurie : The shipping portion
is very simple.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : As for the
trucks, it is only & question of the
rolling stock that has to be constructed
for the handling of the hags under the
present system, and if a number of extra
trucks have to be built for the extra
wheat to be carried, they might just as
well be built suitable for the elevator
system. I do not think that the rolling
stock will affect the matter very much,
because when we become an established
whesat-producing country the trucks for
bulk handling will be in use for the greater
part of the year and will not be required
for one moment only. L do not think
the rolling stock would be such a severe
item in the introduction of this system.
At any rate, I certainly ask the Govern-
ment to give this question their very
grave consideration. T can assure them
that the farming comamunity will not
be satisfied unless the elevator system
is introduced. There is great need for
the suggested HRedistribution of Seats
Bill. I do not know what the measure
containg, but I shall be quite prepared
to support any proposition that will
bring about a hetter system of represen.
tation for the State. T have come to
the conclasion that it would be wise for
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us to adopt a system of compulsory
voting. I do not know what the new
Electoral Bill is going to be, but I think
the result of the recent Federal election
shows us conclusively that it is necessary
that everyone should exercise the fran-
chise. There are meny people un-
represented in the Federal House to-dey
because they did not go to the poll.
It seems to me only fair to those who
do vote, those who have a direct interest
in the country, and it is only right to
those who go to & deal of trouble in trying
to get the best representation possible,
that every man should cast his vote.
I do not know what the amendments
of the Electoral law are going to be,
but I am firmly convinced that we shall
never get satisfactory representation
unfil we bave compulsory voting.

Hon. J. E. Doedd: How would you
impose the penalty.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : It would
be a hard thing to impose a penalty.
I have not gone into that part of the
question, but we should have a penalty
and compulsory voting.

The Colonial Secretary: You would
fine & man for not exercising a privilege ?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: We have
got beyond privilege, it is & duty. He
should give some good reason why he
did not exercise a vote. A voter should
give some valid execuse for not going to
the pol or he should be compelled to give
his vote. Many people are sorry after-
wards that they did not exercise the vote.
They were certain that their man was
going in, that the election was all right
and therefore did not bother to give a
helping hand, the result is that the
country is represented by members for
whom perhaps only hali the electors
voted. T is not the fault of the member,
he represents a majority of those who did
vote, but he does not know if he represents
the wishes of the country because & great
many people did not vote.

The Coloniai Secretary: 1 do not
think he would lose much sleep through
it.

Hon. J. W. Hackett : Edueate them
up to it, that is a complete answer.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: We have
spent & lot of money in education and
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I think we are getting worse. I am
pleased to hear what Mr. McKenzie has
said with regard to the good {feeling
existing between the goldfields and the
const, at the same time one mmust complain
somewhat of the attitude of the goldfields
towards the coast. I think Mr. McKenzie
has made s mistake, I think the coast
has always recognised what an immense
amount of good the goldfields have done
for the coast; what an immense amount
of good the goldfields have done for the
whole of Western Australia, in fact had
it not been for the goldfields, farming
would still be in 8 very small way.
The goldfields have been the means of
attracting & good deal of capital to this
counfry and the goldfields have attracted
good specimens of hamanity.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: The Bunbury
Herald says that only the flotsam and
jetsam from Vietoria came here.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : There may
be some flotsam and jetsam. You will
always find flotsam and jetsam amongst
a large nuamber. I always believe there
existed a good feeling between the
coast and the goldfields but in the early
days the feeling between the coast and
the goldfields was due to the people
who went on the goldfields. Old West
Australians welcomed everyone coming
to our shores and laid themselves out to
encourage people here, and it was very
galling to some of the old hands to
realise that people did not see all the
good there was in Western Australia,
and often people left us. When the
tide set in people on the goldfields poked
fun at the * cockies™ and their small
way of doing things and said that the
** cockies ¥ should go to “* Vie.” or to
some other place to learn farming.
"These men around camp fires and around
mining camps being in the majority, the
poor West Australian often had a very bad
time of it and it often wound up in a
fight. I have spent months on the
fields and around mining camps and
have often sat up and argued the point
with men hour after hour around the
camp fires where there was a good log
and a good blaze.

Hon. J. W. Langsford:
the fight ?

Who won
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Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Usually the
man who could talk the most. And the
argument the West Australian wound
up with as a rule was, ** if * Vie.” was such
a jolly good country, why did yon come
away from it, why don’t you go back ¥
That was the clinching argument, that
if the conditions were so much be.ter
why not go back, and the feeling became
very strong. Feeling was created in
many instances around camp fires, and
unfortunately it is left to the present day.
Newcomers arriving found that there was
& feeling against them, it was not real,
but it grew out of some of these silly
arguments around the camp fires. We
recognise also that the goldfields made a
good market for us, but we on the
land want the goldfields to recognise
that not only have the fields been
8 splendid market to the farmer but
that we did the best we could to
make things cheap for the people.
We have produced much chaff and corn
and meat and poultry and various other
things, and I can assure members that
in & great many instances the goldfields
people have pgot the articles pretty
cheaply. In the little district in which
I live a great deal of fruit is sent to the
goldfields and -the poor man who grows
the fruit gets no return. The goldfislds
get it cheaply. I know some poultry
occasionslly is sent to the goldfields,
whether the consumer gets the benefit
or not I do not know but the goldfields
get a pretty good deal, and the goldfields
must not consider they are the only
* pebble on the beach ” to he considered.
It has been a satisfactory mutual arrange-
ment, it has been a splendid thing for
the producers, and the producers have
been & great help to the goldfields. So
far as the coast is concerned it is sincerely
hoped the good feeling will continue to
exist and be lasting. I congratulate the
Government on the success they have
made of their forward policy. I am
pleased to gee they give any amount
of promise of increased vigour in the
sottlement of the country. There were
several other matters I should have
liked to have spoken on but I am airaid
I am only taking up valusble time as
there are other hon. members who wish
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to speak. I sincerely hope the Govern-
ment will have a successful session, and
that the country wili benefit by the
good season that is promised to us. 1
have much pleasare in supporting the
Address-in-Raply.

Hon. T. H. WILDING (East): [ first
of all wounld like to congratulate you,
Mr. President, on being returned to vour
old position. T am sure darine the
short time T have been in thizs Chamber 1
have always felt that you have conducted
the business of the House in the best and
nicest possible way. I would like to
congratulate Mr. Kingsmill also on being
re-appointed Chairman of Committees,
If anyone is deserving of praise, the Pre-
mier is for the manner in which he worked
in the old country to try and indace
a good and desirable ¢lass of emigrant
to come to this State. There is no doubt
about it, the advantages of Western
Australia for the right class of people are
many and we find that the Federal
Prime Minister as well as many of the
leaders of the Labour party are also in
favowr of an immigration policy, but they
only want one class of people to come
to the State, that is the farmer or ‘the
farm labonrer. I would like to ask,
why do they only wani cne class of man
to come to the State. It seems to me
peculiar that thcy should say we only
want farm labourers. Why do they
want farm labourers, because they are

labouring men. Why do they want
them to come here ¥
Hon. J. E. Dodd: That is not so,

if you get the farmers, farm labourers
will folow without assistance.

Hon. T. H. WILDING :
to me we want bath,

Hon. J. E. Dodd: They will come,
you do not want to assist them.

Hon. 1. H. WILDING: At the
present time we are importing into the
State something like three million pounds
worth annually of manufactured articles,
and we must bring a desirabhle class of
people to assist the indnstries. T am
not opposed to paying a good price for
good labour. T want to see plenty of
good lahour coming into the country,
and I want to see good prices paid for it.
Tt i3 the only way to bring ahout the

It secms
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development s0 necessary in our State.
It seems to me.that we cannot neglect
all these other industries that help to
make the country. When we realise
that mannfactured goods to so great
a value are coming into the State it
seems absurd than an influential party
like the Labour party should tell usg
that we do not require new arrivais who
may perchance come into competition-
with those already here. One would think
that the members of that party—and
there are many clever men among
them—wonld more fully realise the

position. I would like to see the inembers
of that party helping to introduce
legislation +hat would build up the

Stiate, and not he forever setisfied with
things as they are to-day. A couple of
days ago we were told by the Hon. Mr.
Dodd that in Kalgoorlie or Coolgardie,
I forget which, there was room for
another 1,200 workers. 1f that be so,
why not bring in people to fill the places ?
We want people most of all. T had hoped
to see in the Governor's Speech that the
Government were going to introduce
some legislation to prevent the con-
tinuance of the present state of afieirs
in connection with strikes. It is alto-
gether one-sided and wunujst. If the
Arhitration Court finds against the
employer he has to abide by the award ;
whereas if the award go against the
employee he ignores it, and, if he think
fit, goes out on ztrike. This sort of thing
should not be allowed to exist, and I
had hoped that the (Government would
introduce legislation to prevent its con-

tinvance. In New Zealand strikers are
fined.
Hon. D. (. Gawler: Strikes are

unlawful hevre also.

Hon. T. H. WILDING @ Very well,
I want to say that the Government
should take some means to punish
strikers. Look at the position to-day.
We have strikes all round us, yet nothing
has been done to pumnish the strikers.

Hon. J. E, Dodd : Ts the fanlt all on
the side of the worker in these troubles
to which you refer ?

Hon. T. H. WILDING: T think it
ig the fault, not so much of the workers,
as of those who are behind them.
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Hon. J. E. Dodd: What about the
employer ? Does no fault lie with him ?

Hon. T. H. WILDING: I want the
employee to abide by the award of
the Arbitration Court, whichever way
it may go. If existing legislation is
not all it should be in connection with
that Court, let us amend it ; but when
an award is made by that Court the parties
should abide by it, and not go out on
strike and put other people to expense.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: BSupposing youn
interpret an award wrongly—whnat is
going to be done then ?

The Colonial Secretary :
an interpretation.

Hon. J. E. Dodd : Suppose the (ouri
cannot give it ?

Hon. T. H. WILDING: Then let
them appeal to the fair mindedness of
the people, who are always ready to see
that justice is done. It seems to me
that some punishment should be dealt
out to these strikers. either by fines or
by taking from them the franchise,
Not only those on strike, but all those
who are assisting them shduld be pun-
ished. Take the franchise from them
for a term of 10 or 12 years, and the
trouble will soon cease. My object is
to endeavour in every possible way to
foster the establishment of new industries.
When we find we are importing into our
State so much menufactured material
that should be produced here, and that
this condition of affairs is "owing chiefly
te industrial troubles, we cannot {ail
to regret that those troubles should be
permitted to continwe. We have capital
here sufficient to start these industries
were it not for the feeling existing
that once a man puts his money into
any industry he is ruled by labour and
gets no justive. I think the Minister
for Lands is to be congratulated on
the manner in which he i3 placing before
the people the lands available for selection.
We find that the land has been well
surveyed and ciassified, and that the
price of each parcel of land is set forth
on the map, together with the advances
which the Agricultaral Bank is prepared
to make against the blocks. I do not
think we could have anything more
up-to-date than this, and I am sure the
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Minister deserves every credit for the
way in which he has brought the de-
partment up to its present state of
efficiency. To-dey, if & man requires
land all he has to do is to go into the
department, look at a map, and seal
his purchase without going out to inspect
the land, feeling convinced that it is as
it appears on the map. In respect
to our wheat belts, it seems to me that
we should not sllow people to go on
the land with the idea that they can farm
succeasfiully on lJess than 1,000 acres.
That should be the least area for growing
cereals. Personally, I would give farm.
ers as much a8 they can use to the best
advantage. There is no reazon why a
father should not select land for his son
of 16 years of age; the boy is growing
up and he is a West Australian, and
should have the opportunity of obtaining
land now, under present conditions.
Hon. J. W. Hackett : It can be done.

Hon. T. H. WILDING: No, not
for a boy of 16 years of age; he has to
wait until he is two years older. We

find that during last year there have besn
some 2,600,000 acres of land surveyed ;
that is undoubtedly a record, and goes to
show the good work the department
is doing. The previous record was only
1,700,000 acres, which, as members will
see, discloses a wonderful increage. The
area under crop last year aggregated
682,000 acres, while this year it will be
approximately 900,000. acres. This goes
to show the great increase being made in
the development of agriculture, and
especially of cereal growing. We find
the people are going on the land and
producing wheat in an increasing quan-
tity, and I know of my own knowledge
that those people are laying themselves
out in reasl earnest to bring about a
development of their holdings. From
the prospects. 1 should say there is no
doubt that the increase in cultivation
will be two-fold before very long. The
Government are also to be congratulated
upon the extension of the system of
agricultural railways. As a matter of
fact I would like to see this work- pro-
ceeding even faster than it is at the
present time. There is no reason why
the Government should not borrow
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up to five million pounds, f necessary,
in order to build these lines faster =o
as to give the people who have taken
up land an opportunity of bringing
their produce to market. As we all
know, it is of no use putting people on
the Jand 30 or 400 miles away from a
railvay, and expecting them to achieve
suceess, At the ssme time none can
.deny that the (lovernment are to bhe
congratulated on the rmwanner in which
they have pushed on with the construction
of these agricultural railways. 1 want
to say that the Agricultwral Bank is
doing exceptionally good work. Of
course, 1uch of the credit is due to those
gentlemen who are manacing it, and who
have somethine like a inillion and
& quarter of money out, and yet up to
the present have inade practically no
bad debts. ] am a preat believer in
giving a man good value for his services,
end it seems to me that these gentlemen
are not by any means getting full value
for the services they are rendering to
the country. T think their salaries
should be considerably increased, for 1
know that if they were in the employ
of a private firm doing the same amount
of business, their salaries would be
double what they are to-day.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: There was an
increase recently.

Hon. T. H. WILDING : 1 understood
thet that did not take place after all
1 am pleased to see also that the private
banks are now lending money on our
lands ; it serves to show that they
have faith in the country, that they
realise that the lands of this State
provide good investment for their money.
It is encouraging to see that the pastoral
industry is so prosperous. There has
been an increase of stock to 850,000
head of cattle and nearly five million
of sheep. When we find the focks
ancd herds increasing at this rate, it
must be realised how necessary it is that
the Government should do something
to enable the owners to get their stock
to market. I am in favour of the
Government putting up freezing works
in suitable localities, more especially
in the far north:. The stock are up
there, and 1 understand the owners are
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prepared to accept a tax that will provide
for the interest and sinking func for the
money spent in establishing the freezing
works. That being so, there is no reason
why we should nut provide thosc facili.
ties. Wu have not anly the land taken
up, with cattle running on it, but there
are also vast quantities of even more
suitable land requiring stocking, and
now we are assured thece is artesian
water there is no reason why, i the
people are given freezing works, that
land will not eventually be taken up and
stockedt and bores put down; thus a
further very valuable addition to the
pastorel lands of the State would be pro-
vided. With regard to the Ilsperance
railway project, I must say 1 have a
good deal of sympathy with the people
of the Eastern Goldlields. As has bLeen
said, it is necessary that the people on
the fields should heve easy means pro.
vided them to get to th~ coast in the
summer months. We should in every
way passible make provision whereby
the large population up there can get
to the coast. Whether the line should
be built or not I am not prepared to sey,
for it all depends, to my mind, upon
whether the agricultural land is suitable
and in sufficient quantities to warrant
the construction of the railway to
Esperance. The board of experts have
vigited the loenlity but do not seem to
be too favourably impressed, as they
suggest there is not encugh good land
there. T understand they have taken
means to find out exaetly how much
iand there is in that loeality suitable for
agriculture. 1f there is sofficient land
there to wurrant the railway being
built I am going to support it; but if, on
the other hand, the line is to be only for
the convenience of the goldfields pecople,
I will not support it. Every goldfield
has a certain life, for it is the experience
all over the world that fields gev worked
out after having heen in operation for
e certain number of years. I know
that our goldfields are at present Hourish-
ing, but the position is this, that if we
build a railway wholly and solely for
the benefit of the people on the goldfields,
in some years to come the mines might
becorne worked out, and then there
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would be no use for the railway. The
present difficulty as to people getting
to the coast might be overcome if the
Government made the fares much
cheaper ; in fact I will go so far as to
say that if the people on the goldfields
cannot afford to pay for a trip to the
coa<t for the benefit of their health,
I would be gnite willing to bring them
down free so that they could get the sea
air. 1 will not, however, support the
construction of the line until I see there
is sufficient agricultural Jand in the
district.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: With regard to
the people being able to get to the coast
now, the distance from Albany is 600
miles.

Hon. W. Wingsmill: And the fares
are the cheapest in the world.

- Hon. T. H. WILDIN(: : The Govern-

ment might make the fares even cheaper,
for we .should do all we can to make
the lives of the people up there as easy
and happy as possible, and give the
residents the opportunity of coming
down to the coast in the hot summer
months. Another matter T wish to
refer to is that of the Coldfields Water
Supply. T cabnot understand why the
Government do not make use of the
water in the weir at Mundaring for the
Metropolitan area. We see that each
year there is but very little water taken
out of the dam., and that something
like: five feet is the lowest it has ever been
reduced by, and we are now certain
that there is suofficient water there to
provide Perth and Fremantle with all
they require. Even if that were not so,
the weir could very easily and safely be
raised another fifteen feet, which wounld
give 8ll the water needed for the
Metropolitan ares. 1f the people here
are in need of the water, as they are,
it should be brought down from
Mundaring instead of being retained
in the dam. The Government should
have dealt with this question long
ago. There is the water, here arc the
people wanting it and prepared to pay
for it, but they cannot get it. I have
very much pleasure in supporting the
Address-in-Reply.

133

Hon. J. W, KIRWAYN (Southy: The
Speech that was delivered in this Chamber
by his Excellency the {iovernor is of such
a very comprehensive nature that it is
rather difficult to know wh.t particular
gubjects ons should choose to speak

apon. Tt is olso, as is always the case
in such speeches, necessarily vague
because, of course, no more than a

bare indication can be given in such
documents as to what the intentions
of the Government might be. Let us
take, for instance, a matter that is of
very considerable importance to the
State in general, although it does not
directly affect this Chamber; I refer
to the redistribution of seats. Although
we are not immediately concerned in
thai matter, yet it is a question of common
goncern to the whole State, and I take
it that this Chamber naturally is deeply
interested in all such questions, I3efore
one feela inclined to give his adherence
to a proposal of that kind, or t¢ suggest
opposition, he should know something
more about it than is possible under
the present conditions. The parliament-
ary rolls certainly contain some anomal-
ies, although those anomalies, when
closely examined, are not so great as
a superficial glance might lead one to
suppose. I do not know what the
Government propose in connection with
this matter. but I presumne that, as
regards certain agricultural districts where
the population has increased, tliere will
be an increase in the membership and,
I think, with regard to the province
I have the honour to represent, and
the provinece the C(olonial Secretary
has the honour to represent, we can make
out a ease which any impartisl individual,
who has gone into the matter, must
recognise to be a sound one, and warrant-
ing the granting of additional repre-
sentation to the Eastern (oldfields.
I have here some particalars, which,
it is onlv necessary to refer to in order to
convince members ; and, Tam sure, there
is not an honourable member in this
Chamber who, when seized with the
facts, will not agree that the Eastern
Goldfields, from the figures T can present,
are certainly entitled to ome additional
member. . I am sure that the Govern-
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ment, in dealing with this question of
the redistribution of seats, will exercise
very great care, because they are desling
with seats throughout the whole State
that are held by both supporters and
opponents, and it is necessary that
there should be no justification whatever
for any charge of unfairness or jerry-
mendering, or anything of that kind,
in connection with the redistribution. I
take the two provinces T have mentioned
because they are those representing
the Eastern Goldfields Provinces with
which I am more particvlarly concerned,
residing as J do, in one and representing
the other. Those provinces returned
12 members to snother place, and of
those 12 members at present 10 helong
to the Opposition. 1 am sure that the
mere fact that those districts return
a majority of Opposi.ion members will
not influence the Government agninst
giving the poldfields that measure of
representation to which they are fully
entitled.

The Colonial Secretary : What mekes
you think they would not do that:
why do you suggest it ?

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: 1 did not
suggest it, for T said T was cuite sure
the fact that 10 out of these 12 con-
stituencies are represented by Opposition
members would not influence the Govern-
ment in the matter, or be a reason for
any hesitation on their part to give this
portion of the State the justice to which
it is entitled. 1 should imagine from
the interjection of the Colonial Secretary
that he possibly misunderstood me, or,
perhaps. I did not put properly what
I intended to say. I suggested nothing
of the kind he imagines, but rather the
reverse.

The Colonial Secretary : The Govern-
ment have not done anything of that
kind in their public works policy, such
as building railways, etcetera, for they
never considered whether the constitu-
ency was held by a supporter or by an
Oppositionist.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN :
said they have done so.

The Colonial Secretary: One would
suppose from your remarks that they
have been in the hebit of doing that.

I have not

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN : If the Colonial
Secretary will excuse me I will tell him
that I suggested nothing of the kind.
I said I was perfectly certain the fact
that 10 of the 12 districta included
in the Eastern Goldfields provinces were
held by Opposition members would not
influence the Government against giving
that portion of the State the fair share
of representation to which it is justly
entitled.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: It was an
irrelevant remark of the Colonial Sec-
retary.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN : I quite agree
that it was,

The Colonial Secretary: T do not
know what bearing that has on the
question.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: 1 am sorry
that the Colonial Secretary cannot see
the point of my remarks. I do not know
whether it is necessary to repeat them.
I am extremely surprised at the Colonial
Secretary, who is usually so very quick
of comprehension in these matters.
The two provinces to which I speciailly
refer are at present represented by
twelve members in the Legislative As-
sembly, and I have here the latest
Parliamentary rolls of the State. Tf the
total number of electors for the whole
of the State be taken, we find it is 133.000,
If that total number of electors be divided
by 50—the number of members in the
Legislative Assembly and T do not
presume for one moment that the
Government will propose to increase
the number of members of Parliament,
for we surely have quite enough in
Australia already—assuming, as I have
said, that the number of the members
of the Assembly should remsain at 50,
and if the total number of electors be
divided by 50, you have a quota for the
whole of the State, assuming that the
representation of the Parliament should
be on the basis of equal electorates. 1
may say I am not altogether in accord
with the principle of equal electorates,
but for the sake of argument, if we go
upon the assumption of equal electorates,
it will be found that the quots for the
whole of the State is 2,663 electors for
each particular constituency. I am
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taking the 12 seats in the two provinces
which include the Eastern Goldfields
and I take the quota es 2,663 for each
constituency, 1 have taken out the
number of electors on the rolls for the
twelve constituencies on the Eastern
goldfields. I have the total of each par-
ticular electorate here. It means a
number of figures, hut I will not worry
the House by reading them; T will
simply say that I have had them checked
by somecne else and T can bear testimony
to the accuracy of the additions. The
twelve members represent 32,166 electors.
If we divide that 32,166 electors by
12, the number of seats in the Eastern
goldfields, we have a quota for the two
provinces of 2,680. That is praetically
the same as the quota for the whole of
the State on the basis of equal repre-
sentation for constituencies in the matter
of the number of electors on the roll
The quota for the whole of the State
is 2,663 ; the quota for the Eastern
goldfields is 2,680 ; to all intents and
purposes it is therefore absolutely ac-
curate.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: What would
be the representation of Perth ?

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I have not
worked that out hut I notice there are
-some constituencies in the Metropolitan
area that are below the quota of 2,663.
The Metropolitan area I take it would
include Fremantle.

Hon. J. W. Hackeatt : I said Perth.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: 1 have not
totalled that out. Tt may be said that
these rolls are out of date although
‘they are the latest available. It may
be said also that these rolls are not
representative of the people that are
now upon the Eastern goldfields. I
claim and I think I have ample justifi-
cation for it that the population of
the Eastern goldfields has certainly not
«decreased. Some hon. members of this
Chamber were very much surprised
yesterday when Mr. Patrick referred
to the number of men engaged in the
mining industry as being practically
the same as it bad been some time
before, I interjected that the number
had increased by thousands during
the year. I have here in proof of that,
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the last report of the Department of
Mines and on that particular point
I find that during 1908 the number of
wage earners engeged in the mining
industry was 17,266 and that the number
in 1909 had increased to 18,336, an
increase of men engaged in the mining
industry of roughly 1,100.

Hon. J. W. Langsford : Representing
the whole of the State

Hon. J. W. KIRWAXN: That re-
presents, as my friend remarks, the
whole of the State. 1 have here also
particulars concerning each mining field
throughout the State, and [ find that on
the East Coolgardie goldfield, which
is the centre of the Eastern goldfields
the number of men during the year
increased by 353. On the Yilgarn gold-
fields, which is also one of the districts
concerned in the twelve electorates I
have referred to, there was an increase
of 111. Ay Phillips River, which is
also included in this particular district,
the increase was 30. At Dundas, another
of these constitwencies the increase was
62. In the North-east Coolgardie field
which is one of the divisions referred to,
there was & slight decrease, but that
decrease was only 0. At Mt. Margaret
the number was practically the same ;
there was there a slight increase.

Hon. J. E. Dodd : There would have
heen a bigger increase in East Coolgardie
but for the Perseverance fire.

Hon. J. W, KTRWAN : As my friend
points out, the East Coolgardie figures
are not a fair representation of the
case. During the period of this return
& large number of men were thrown
out of employment as the result of the
fire at the Perseverance mine. Since
then these men have been employved,
and in that particular respect it would
mean & large number of men. There
were 600 men thrown out of employment
in connection with the fire. T am taking
this report fairly, and I shall refer to
the principal districts amongst these
twelve in which there has been a decreasa.
In the North Coolgardie district there
has been a decrease of 12 and in the
Coolgardie district 74. Taking it 21l in all
the decrease is comparatively insigni-
ficant. There has been a substantial
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increase in the number of men employed
on the Mastern goldfields, and I can
assure this House that within the next
two vears there will be at least 2,000
more men employed. I have that on
the authority of one of the mining men
on the fields whose opinion is worthy
of respect. As the grade of the ore
diminishes so it becomes absolutely
essential to go in for the treatment of
large tonnages and also to extend the
plants 8o that the tendency for the
future will be in the direction of an
increase rather than a decrease of em-
ployment on these fields.. Therefore,
I say, estimating the question on those
rolls, which are the latest rolls available,
there isno justification for a decrease, but
there is very good reason for an increase.
Another reason that might be advanced
for an increase in the representation of
the FEastern goldfields is this:  Mr.
Gladstone laid it down on many occasions
that representation shoculd heve due re-
gard to the question of distance from
the seat of Government. That is recog-
nired in many parts of the world, and
in New Zealand, so I was told to-day
by a New Zealander, so strong was the
feeling on that particular question that
it was seriously disenssed that Wellington
the capital of New Zesland should be
put on a basis similar to that of the
capital of the TUnited States which
has no representation. on the ground
that every member is a member of
the capital. Members must spend &
good deal of time in the capital and
although no one reasonably proposes
anything of that kind in this State,
at the gsame tire T think that as distances
from the capital is taken into account
so there should be an increase of re-
preseniation. Take Kimberlev for in-
stance. T claim that a thousand electors
st Kimberley are as fully entitled to
& member as three thousand would
be at the seat of (iovernment, con-
sidering the wvery great distance. T
think the same thing applies, though
not to the same extent, to other con-
atituencies that are distant from the
capital, although not so far away as
Kimberley. And a fair and just mode
of representation in this State to my
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mind should be to take the gquota to be
obtained by a division of the total
number of electors by the number of
members, and that that quota should
vary in accordance with the distances
from the capital. I think that is a
fair proposition. The people who live
in the capital constantly meet all the
members of Parliament, they constantly
meet Ministers, they can constantly
bring their wants and requirements
under the notice of the Governmental
authorities, but it is a very serious
matter indeed for those at long distances
from the capital when they have to
bring & question of importance under
the notice of the Ministry, To-morrow
a deputation is to wait upon the Premier.
That deputstion will include a large
number of men, some of whom have to
travel five or six hundred miles. It
will cost them a good deal out of their
pockets, it is a very serious trouble,
it is an interference with their business.
How differently are those people situated
who live in the capital and can simply
walk across the street and bring their
requirements under the notice of Min.
isters. I think it is not too much to
ask that representation in this State
shonld have regard to the question of
distance from the capi.al. and on those
zrounds I maintain that any person who
goes into these figures can readily recog-
nise we have a strong, and a very strong
claim for additional representation on
the Eastern Goldfields. There is another
matter that, although this Chamber is
not concerned in it to the same extent
as the other Chamber. T think is worthy
of attention here ; 1 refer to the state
of the finances. I think it is a matter of
satisfaction that the deficit has been
reduced to the extent it has. At one
period the deficit reached close upon
£400,000 and 1 think it is a matter for
satisfaction that iast year should close
with a deficit of only £102,000. How-
ever, the good progress seems to have
been very short-lived, because it is
rather a regrettable thing that the months
that has just closed, the first months.
of the current year, should show a

deficit of £40,000.
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The Colonisl Secretary : You cannot
judge a year by a month’'s transactions ;
there were deficits in several months
of the past year.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN : That is quite
true, but it is a disagreeable indication
of what the future may be. It is pointed
out that the first month is always bad.
That also is correct. But why I think
it is so necessary that we should square
the finances as soon as possible, is that
at the beginning of 1911 this State, in
common with all the other States of
the Commonwealth, enters on & new era
so far as fnancial relations with the
Commonwealth are concerned; and
it is specially important we should do
80 in view of the legislation now before
the Commonwealth Parliament, and
which, there is not the slightest doubt,
will be carried, since it has been brought
in by & Government who have such a
substantial majority in both Houses.
I think we can take it for granted the
legislation will be earried, and its effect
will be this for the present, at any rate
as far as the next ten years are concerned
—to bring into operation for the year
that will end on the 30th June, 1911,
what actually would have happened had
the financial agreement been carried,
that is, the State will receive from the
Commonwealth 235s. per capita contri-
bution, in addition to the special sub-
vention ; but as the Braddon Section
will continue in cperation until the end
of the existing year, what will happen
will be that the Federal Government
will pay back during the six months of
1911 only sufficient to make the total for
the 12 months what it would have been
had the financial agreement been carried.
The result will be that the last six months
of 1910 will be a period of comparative
plenty in a financial sense, but the
first six months of next year, 1911,
will show & very considerable deficiency
as compared with the preceding six
months. So far as I can make out, and
I think the figures will be found correct,
we shall receive from the Commoawealth
during the first six months of 1911 a
little more than £100,000 less than we
will receive during the second six months
of 1910. As we are face to face with &
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position of that kind, with the position
that in the first six months of 1911 we
shall receive £100,000 less than in the
preceding six months, I suggest and
urge that every effort should be made to
square the finances by that time; if
possible it would be extremely advisable
to start that period with s surplus. I
regret that during the last financial year
there are some general points that do
not give much indication that we shall
wind up this year with square finances,
to say nothing of a sarplus. I have
with me the financial returns for last
vear, and there is one very significant
fact concerning them, that, while the
revenue for the financial year showed a
considerable improvement, an improve-
ment of nearly £400,000, it is a rather
regrettable thing that the expenditure
during that peried also showed an
increase. Now, had the expenditure
during the last financial year not been
greater than during the previous financial
vear, we would have practically closed
the last financial year almost square, the
deficit would heve heen only £24,000 ;
and as the Government were undoubtedly
face to face with a reduction of revenue,
because whether the financial agreement
was carried or not we would still have &
reduction of revenue from the Common-
wealth, I think that the State Govern.
ment might have made some effort to
at any rate not increase the expenditure
during the last financial year as compared
with the previous financial year. There
is another matter to which I would like
to draw attention. It was referred to
in the very excellent speech delivered
by Mr. Gawler when proposing his
motion. It was in the nature of
warning he issued against the State
placing all its eggs in one basket so
far as the production of wheat is con-
cerned. Anyone who has studied the
figures regarding the prices of wheat
that have ruled in the world for any
period of time must recognise that these
prices rise and fall as regularly as the
tides. I have with me the Bgures that
have ruled for the price of wheat in
London during the last 125 years. 1
hope hon. members will bear up under
the shock of disappointment when I
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tell them that I am not going to quote
them. I can, however, point out how
the prices have risen and become de-
pressed during that particular period.
Of course at times the price has gone
up considerably, during war times par-
ticularly. TFor instance, in 1812, during
the Napoleonic wars, the price of wheat
wenb up to the enormously high figure
of 126s5. per Imperial quarter. It was
1195. in 1801, the year of Trafalgar,
and at another period it was 113s. a
quarter ; but these were very exceptional
instances ; and to show exactly how the
matter affects us, we have to come
down to recent times and take the
figures, say, from 1894. I have the
figures for the whole of the 125 yeers,
and any. hon. member who cares to study
them can see them for himself in Whit-
aker’'s Almanack. The price of wheat
was very low in 1894, being 22s. 10d.
per quarter. In the following year it
showed a slight increase and went up
to 23s. 1d. From then onwards there
was a gradual rise, the prices being
26s. 2d. in 1896, and 30s. 2d. in 1897,
and reaching the high water mark in
1898 so far as that cycle was concerned.
From 1894 to 1898 there was a regular
advance in the price of wheat, which
ranged from 22s. 10d. per quarter to
314s. per guarter. In 1899 there was a
considerable drop in the price, and
wheat went down from 34s. to 25s. 8d.
Then a gradual upward tendency began
and, with some comparatively trifling
fluctuations, it has continued to rise till
the present time. In 190¢ the price
was 26s. 11d. per quarter, in 1901 it
was 285, 9d. per quarter, in 1902 it was
28s. 1d. per quarter, in 1903 it was 26s. 8d.
per quarter, in 1904 it was 28s. d4d.
per quarter, in 1905 it was 29s. 8d. per
quarter, in 1906 it was 28s. 3d. per
quarter, in 1907 it was 30s. 7d. per
quarter, in 1908 it was 32s. per quarter,
the last quotation there is in the latest
Whitaker's Almanack.

(Sitting suspended from 6.153 p.m. lo
7-30 p.m.)

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: Before tea I
was endeavouring to support (he remarks

[COUNCLL.]

that have been made by the mover of
the Addvess-in-Reply, Mr. Gawler, in
which he advoeated thai in addition te
the production of wheat, those interested
in agriculture should go in for other pro-
duets.  And T then quoted the price of
wheat with an endeavour to show that
wheat was subjected to the ordinary law
of supply and deinand; in faet, T think
there is ne commodity that is so sub-
jeeted ro the ordinary law of supply and
demand. At the present price of wheat
there is no eountry in the world where
wheal may not he produced most pro-
fitably, 1 have heard it said by others
that the price of wheat will not fall in
the future, aud I have hieard it said that
the price will be naintaiwed on two
arounds, There are those who say—
and they say so quite properly—that the
production of wheat in the United States
is overtaking the eonsmmption and that
the exportation of wheat from the United
States is gradually deereasing, Tt is
quite true, but as against that the pro-
duction of wheat in Canada is very con-
siderably on the inerease. There 1is
another argument that is advaneed by
those who contend that the price of wheat
will not fall. Theyv say that the Eastern
nations, the Asiatie peaple, are becoming
more of a wheat eating community. [ read
not long ago a very interesting artiele in
the Contemporary Review, which put
a somewhat different aspect on that
question, It was pointed out that those
who contend that (he consumption of
wheat in Asia would eonsiderably in-
crease were exaggerating the position,
The people of Asia for many generatinns
have lived on riece, and there was a par-
ticular reason pointed out by ihis writer
why they should be very slow to go in
for wheat. It was this, that when rice 1s
thrashed the grain is at ouee suitable
for food, it ean be immediately hoiled
and is utilised Ly the Eastern peuples in
that form; but in the case of wheat, when
it is thrashed there is an additional pro-
cess that it has to go through before it
is fit for food; and although to us, who
are accustomed to the grinding of eorn
it seems a simple thing, but to the East-
ern natiuns who have not been accus-
tomed to that method of treating corn
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it is a very serious consideration, and
will very seriously retard the people of
Asia going in for wheat eating to the ex-
tent to whiech some people predict. The
contention that wheat will not fall in
price reminds ene very much of the posi-
tion that existed not long ago coneerning
the price of copper. Members of the
House will reeolleet that copper last year
and the previons year had a very sensa-
tional rise, from about £60 or £70 it
gradually rose to £110., We were then
told that the price of copper would never
decrease; it was said that the amount
of copper consumed was increasing every
yvear, and that the nse of electricity had
broughl copper more into general use,
and that the price would not fall. Bud,
what has happened? Copper has fallen
from £110 down to as low as £50. There
has been a drop in the price of copper
to one-half of what it was originally. 1
think what has happened in the ease of
copper and what has happened in the
case of most commodities in the world,
is bound to bappen sooner or later in the
case of wheal. The world is producing
more wheat every vear. We know even
in India the production of wheat has gone
up. The year hefore last ihe production
of wheat in India had visen to 212,000,000
bushels. Owing to the beneficent Govern-
ment there extending irrigation works
the people were able to go move freely
inte the eultivation of wheat, so that it
rose to 212,000,000 bushels. We also
kinow that the great wheat areas of
Siberia are coming into enltivation. In
addition to that. the Argentine is coming
forward as a wheat producer, and, of
course, we all know of the experience of
Canada. T have here a very significant
1eport that was prepared by the board of
agriculture as far baek as 1906, and the
fizures that were given on that oceasion
were very significant. The Board of
Agrienlture, which is under the eontrol
of the Imperial Government, have given
figures which it is unnecessary for me to
quote at length, but they show thig, which
is an exiremely important fact—this was
the ecase in 1906. four years ago—that
whilst the population of the world was
inereasing at the rate of 33 per cent. the
wheat production of the world was in-
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creasing at the rate of 42 per cent. Since
1906 the produetion of wheat has ad-
vanced very materially, as is sliown here
by a considerable number of figures con-
cerring the wheat prodoction of the dif-
ferent countries. Take the case of Can-
adn. In 1904 the wheat production of
Canada was about 73,000,000 bushels; in
1908—that is two years—it had risen to
114,000,000 bushels. Last year I had the
opportunity of travelling in Canada, and
travelled under circumstanees that en-
abled me to see a great deal of the indus-
tries of that country, and also to learn
the views of members of both the
provineial Parliament and the Dominion
Parliament. I, in company with 2 num-
ber of Australian and New Zealand jour-
nalists travelled in a party across the
Canadian Dowminion. We travelled along
the Canadian-Paeific Railway through the
greal wheat provinces of Alberta, Sas-
katcliewan, Manitoba, and Ontario; we
travelled for days, whilst ou each side of
the railway wheat fields stretched to the
horizon.  That railway has done much
to render Canada sueh a wheat preducer
because it has enabled those areas to he
utilised for the produetion of wheat,
whereas they would not have been utilised
if there had not been (he means of trans-
port. That vailway is but one of two
other railways im course of construetion.
There is another similar transeontinental
railway (hat will be finished next year,
the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway. That
will vpen np a similar continent of wheat
country to that opened up by the Cana-
dian-Pacifie. Further Nortlh, the Canadian
Northern Railway, another transeon-
tinental railway, will open up a similar
belt, and, in addition te that, they are
building a railway further North to Hud-
son’s Bay, also tapping a very large area
of wheat-growing country, and the port
will be in Hudson’s Bay. In face of all
these faets, and many others that might
be mentioned, I think the words uttered
by Mr. Gawler ought to be taken to heart
by the Government of the conntry. Tt
is i not for me to suggest what other
directions the agrieuliurists of this
country might be induced to devote their
energies to by the Government. The
Minister for Agriculture has suggested
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the expenditure, I think, of £100,000 in
developing the dairying industry, and
when we find that no less than £800,000
in products such as baeon, exgs, jam, and
dairy produee is still imported into Wes-
tern Australia, a proposal of that kind is
eertainly worthy of the consideration of
Parliament. Personally, as one of ihe
metubers who represent mining constitu-
encies, if the majority of members who
represent the agricultural constituencies
consider that to be {he best means by
which a danger ot this kind may be safe-
suarded against, 1 will have very much
pleasure in supporting the Government in
a proposal of that nature. JAs a mining
member I am always guided in these mac-
ters by other members who have
experience of agriculture, and projects
either in this or any other direction which
the Government may see fit to adopt for
the encouragement of the agrieultural in-
dustry in all its branches, shall ever have
my warmest support provided they meet
with the approval of members represent-
ing agrienltnral constituencies, I sincerely
trust that the present price of wheat may
he long maintained. At the same time in
face of the facts to be found in any of
these books of reference it is extremely
unwise not to be preparved for, at any
rate, any possible drop that may he sus-
tained.

Hon. B. C. O’Brien: On the otler
hand, the markels of Japan and China
are inereasing wonderfully in the con-
sumption of wheat.

Hon, J. W. EIRWAN: Yes, the He-
ures are given here conecerning the con-
suraption of wheat in Japan; and it is
a significant faet that whilst the number
of people who are consaming wheat in
Japan is inereasing, so also is the pro-
duetion of wheat in Japan increasing in
somewhat similar proportion. I find that
duribg the year 1804 Japan iiself
produced 19 million bushels of wheat,
while during the year 1908, that is, two
years ago, the production of wheat in
Japan had increased to 221% million bush-
els. That is o say, it had gone up by from
three to four million bushels. So I have
no doubt that if the people of the East
do become a wheat consuming people, so
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also will the people of the East, just as
we are doing in Australia, inerease the
qnantity of the wheat produced. And, as
I say, as azainst all these facts reparding
the increased consumption of wheat in
Asia there is the significant fact that
whilst in 190G the population of the
world inereased by 33 per cent. the pro-
duetion of the world’s wheat increased by
42 per cent. I sincerely hope the pre-
sent price of wheat will long be main-
tained; but anything that can be dune lo
encourage the development of other hran-
ches of farming is worthy of the support
of this Chamber, and certainly shall al-
ways have my sapport so long as [ am
satistied that a majority of the agrieul-
tura] rmembers eonsider it advisable, At
this point I would like to say that I bave
heen upon the goldfields for the last 16
years, and I think I know a good deal
about the mining population, I ean as-
sure the representatives of the agricul-
tural industry that the ruining population
recard the advaneement of the agrienl-
tural industry in this State with feelibgs
of the most lively satisfaction, and any-
thing that the mining industry can do to
help the kindred industry of agriculture
will always have the warmest support of
the mining people. I have been a mem-
ber of this Chamber for two years, and
there has been no proposal put forward
for the benefit of the agrieultural industry
which Las not received my support. Some
proposals have come forward about which
the agrieulturalists themselves have dif-
fered. Last session we had a proposal 1o
inerease the facilities of the Agrieultural
Bank. Some agricultural members ex-
pressed doubt as to the wisdom of that
propesal, buat I think the mining members,
if I remember rightly, were unanimons i»
supporting the proposition.  Any pro-
posal that in this Chamher received the
support of the majority of the members
representing the agrieultural induostry has
always received my sapport and, I think,
the support of the other mining members
in the House. There are certain indi-
vidnals in the State who wickedly repre-
sent the mining industry as hostile to the
agricultural industry. 1 eannot remember
any instance, or any utterance on the part
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of any pnblic man, or any statement in
the goldtields Press that would support
a coutention of that kind. There is a
policy to which the goldfieids have always
uffered the strongest opposition, and al-
ways will. It is a policy which, on the
goldtields, is elaimed to be just as detri-
mental to the agricultural industry as it
is to the interests of the mining industry.
Thar policy is the policy of centralisation.
But, so far as agriculture is concerned,
whenever any public man goes up to the
goldfields and talks about what has been
done for land settlement, whatever he
may say in advocacy of a policy of land
settlernent and assistance to agrienlture
is always received with rounds of ap-
planse. I am sure Mr. Dedd, who
essentinlly represents the miners, can
bear out what 1 say. 1 have been
endeavouring to  support what M.
Gawler has said as (o the advisable-
ness of keeping a watehful eye on
the position regarding the price of wheat.
And what has happened over and over
again in the past, I say is as certain to
happen again as it is that to-morrow’s sun
will shine. Now, before I conelude there
is just one matter I wish to refer to. I
would not toneh upon it at all were it not
that it is to-day the most burning ques-
tion on the Eastern Goldfields, and if

1 did not vefer to it T would be
seareelv  doing my daty. T am
alluding  to the movement which

has been in exisioence doring the last
16 vears in favour of the eoustrnetion of
a railway from the Eastern Goldfields {o
their natural port. To-morrow g deputa-
tion is to wait wpon the Premier. That
deputation will be represestative of the
whole of the Eastern Goldfields. Repre-
sentatives will be there from Lawlers,
Boulder, Southern Cross, Coolgardie,
Esperance, Norseman, Kalgoorlie, and
probably Menzies. Almost every centre
upon the Eastern Goldfields will be di-
rectly represented, and with respect 10
Menzies, even if that place be not directly
represented, the local munieipal council
have passed a resolution strongly in fa-
vour of the construction of the line, and
have sent that resolution to sorzebody in
order that he may speak on their behalf
at the deputation. The Eastern Gold-
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tields are between 300 and 400 miles from
the capital, while sume of the places
I lave mentivned are over 300
miles distant from the ietropolitan
area. A large nomber of the re-
presentatives who will he at that
deputation have come down expressly for
that purpose, paying their own expenses;
or at least the hodies they represent will
have paid them, which shows how earnest
are the fields in respeet io this matter. I
have looked up Hansard upon this par-
tieular question and I find that a resolu-
tion in faveur of the construetion of that
railway was passed in this Chamber so
far back as 1902. That resolution was
introduced by the gentleu.mn whom we
have all regarded, and still regard, as a
warm friend of that railway: T vefer to
the Colonial Seervetary. He and I and

Mr. McKenzie and a number of other
goldtields reprezeutatives, during the
whole of our public lves have done

evervthing that lay ie our pewer to fur-
ther the intevests of (his railway; and,
knowing the Colonial Secretary as I have
done for a great many years past, I am
perfeetly satistied that be is just as
loval and good a friend to that railway
to-day as he was years ago.

A Member: He was not Colonial Seere-
tary then.

Hon, J. W. KIRWAN: I bave known
him so long that I am perfectly certain
lie is not going to break any of his politi-
cal pledges beeause of the office he holds,
and I am sure he is going to act straight-

forwardly throughout this matter. He
has supported the Esperance Railway
League, not only by his voice in the

House but also by money, and I am
perfectly certain he would be one of the
last of men to back down from the posi-
tion hitherte maintained. We have always
understood him to be favourable to ihe
projeet and, as T say, he moved in the
Hounse the following resolution:—

That in the opinion of this House
the immediate construetion of a railway
econnecting LEsperance Bay with the
Eastern Goldfelds wounld be of great
benelit to the State,

On that occasion he delivered a very able
speech in sapport of the propesal and,
subsequently, Mr. Jenkins moved a slight
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amendment which was accepted by the
Colonial Seeretary, the amendment being
as follows:—

In the opinion of this House it is
desirable that a railway conneeting Es-
perance Bay with the goldfields should
be eonstructed as early as possible.

That resolution was subsenuently carried
by 13 votes to 9. To look at the division
list of eight years ago econjures up rather
sad reflections, becaunse it reminds one how
great have been the changes in this Cham-
ber during the short period of eight years,
But I am glad te find there are still
among us sorme hon, members who then
voted in favopnr of the railway. Those
lon. members® who thus voted and are
still with us are, Mr. Brimage, Mr. E. M.
Clarke, Mr. Connolly, Dr. Hackett, Mr.
Jenkins, and Mr. Glowrey. In reading
through the very interesting debate that
took place in connection with that resolu-
tion—~I am sorry that Dr. Hackett is not
here just now; however, I told him that I
intended to quote from his speech. My
only reason for so quoting from his
speech is that in all the great quantity of
literature I have perused in eonnection
with this railway, I eannot find a better
staternent in favour of the construction
of the Esperance railway on national
grounds than was given by that gentle-
man in the course of the debate. His
speech bears out exactly the views I have
always held. I do not regard it as a
parochial quesiion; it is national in the
essential meaning of the term, That is
how Dr. Hackett looked at it too, and it
gave me very greaf pleasure to find that
his views so closely coincided with mine;
only that they arve better expressed than
I can ever hope to express them. I fnd
from Hansard for the 10th December,
1902, that on page 2805 Dr. Hackett,
when speaking to the Colonial Seeretary’s
motion, said—

It seems to me a danger to Austra-
lia that our points of settlement should
be so few. Centralisation has been
talked of in this debate; and to me it is
quite cvident that if centralisation goes
on with the attendant evils, moral and
social, which always follow centralisa-
tion or the gathering together of people
in a few large eities, Australia has a
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very poor future indeed before ler.
When we reflect, for example, on such
a nation as the Germans, who are now
GO millions stroung and rapidly increas-
ing—and I need not refer to the Rus-
sians and the Chinese—when we con-
sider those peoples and then remember
that the population of Australia shows
a tendeney to congregate in a few large
towns, and that all town populations
have a tendency to fall off, I say there
is a danger before us whieh it is the
duty of every far-seeing man to en-
deavour to eombat. Between Albany
and Port Lincoln is an immense strip
of country with s fine climate, but con-
tainibg absolutely no seitlement of, I
suppose, 100 persons, exeept at Esper-
ance Bay. T therefore urge, in the in-
terest of the Commonwealth, that some-
thing should be done to create settle-
meul there. If the settlement existed.
all that there is in the eountry behind
it—agrieultural. pastoral, mineral—-
would he profitably developed, whielt
now ean be developed only at a loss,
and therefore to great disadvantage.
On this ground, that it is io the higher
interest of the ecommunity of the Com-
monwealth that settlement shouid be ex-
tended along that coasé—and this pro-
posal affords almost the only ehance of
establishing sueh settlement—I am dis-
posed to give the motion my support.
That hon. gentleman subsenquently voted
for the motion, which I have already told
the House was carried by 13 votes to nine.
I ain cerlain that hon. gentleman’s views,
as they were then expressed, are the views
he holds to-day. When that speech was
made, when the Colonial Secretary’s mo-
fion was carried, the case for the Esper-
anee railway was not nearly so strong as
it is to-day. When the Colonial Secre-
tary fought so bard for that meiion the
railway was not even surveyed, it was not
eonstrueted half-way; to-day we bave it
construeted half-way, we have it surveyed
for the whole distanee. In addition to
that there is another argnment that has
been hrought forward. 1t is the argument
that the land between Esperance and
Norseman is usefnl for agricultural settle-
ment. The board that my friend My.
Wilding referred to, stated in the course
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of their report that they passed through
20 miles of, 1 think they used the words,
“aood farming land.” The Minister for
Agriculture told me in conversation with
a number of others, and also said publiely
at Esperance that, according to his
opinion, the railway would pass thvongh
30 mwiles of what he deseribed as “useful
farming Jand.” Those are the most pessi-
mistie views that T have heard expressed.
Some mouths ago humbers of men came
to me and told me of the value of the
agricultural land down there. \s I was
always interested in the construetion of
that enilway, 1 was inclined to think the
wish was father to the thought. However,
they told me what they thought about the
country, and I was very glad to hear it,
although I do not mind saying I thought
they were so eager for the consfruefion of
the line that perhaps they exaggerated
the position, Since then numhbers of men
have zone down there; I know most of
them; they are men who have no political
axe to grind, they are neither tied to the
Labour party, nor are they hitterly op-
posed to it. Some of them may be asso-
ciated with the one party, some with the
other, but every man I kuow who went
down there, and I know a great many,
with the object of looking for land with
a view of applying for a block good
enough to settle on; these men T say, and
there were between a dozen and twenty
of them, on returning from their trip

were, each and all, wildly enthnsiastie
about the land. They are mostly
men who have had experience of

farming in the other States, men who
know a good deal about the mallee lands
of Victoria and Sounth Auvstralia—all have
come back with that high opinion. It
must not be forgotten that this opinion
was formed as the result of their experi-
ence in the Eastern States. With all due
respect to the Ainmister for Lands I do
not know whether he is an authority upon
mallee lands or not; there are members
who might be able to tell me if this State
has mallee lands or not.

Hon. T. H. Wilding: Yes.

Hen. J. W. KIRWAN: One can easily
onderstand that a Minister, or anyone
else unacquainted with mallee lands,
might form a very different judgment
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concerning the value of that Jand from
that formed by men experienced in that
class of land in South Australia and
Vietoria. All I ean say is this, that the
men who have taken up land there ave
men who have only one objeet in view;
they want to settle in this State, One
man said at a meeting in Kalgoorlie, T
want to make my home in Western Aus-
tralia, I want to make my home sonie-
where uear the south coasi, where I con-
sider the climate is cooler and wore
snited to me than elsewhere in Western
Australia. I have a farm at present in
Victoria but | want to sell that and settle
in Western Australia, if I can gel land
between Norseman and Esperunce., 1P
railway faecilities arve provided 1 wil stay
here, but if not T must go back to the
Eastern Stales.” That is the position of
many, many men who have taken up land
there. There was information supplied
to-day to another place to the effeet that
within the last few months Jand was ap-
plied for in that distriet to the value of
£49,000, practicaliy £30,000. There had
been no promise made of a railway but
still that land has been applied for. I
want to present this question to the eon-
sideration of the House in sneh a manmer
that it cannot bhe said that I have over-
stated the position, I believe that a great
majority of the people of Western Aus-
tralia are in favour of the construetion
of this railway. I know the opponents
of the line, who they are, who inspired
the opposition, but those opponents do
not, I elaim, represent the views of the
man in the street, and it is the man in the
street who iz governing Western Australia
to-day. Wherever I go in Perth, wher-
ever I meet the worker, the wage earner,
and the man of that type, and many of
them come {0 me, perhaps bheing old gold-
fields men and baving thelr interests in
Perth, I hear from all that they wili do
everything in their power in the interests
of the railway. There are two reasons
advanced against the railway. One of
those reasons is advanced by some
people who are possessed of what I
think are foolish views. Those peo-
ple fear that if the railway line is
construeted it might do some damage
to the vested interesis of Perth and Fre-
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mantle. Those who take that view are
unwise for there is no justification for
it. I do not think Esperance will ever
be a port that will do any serious dam-
age to Fremantle or to Perth. I am
perfectly convinced on that point; be-
sides, the position of those two great
centres is 5o estabtished that surely they
need not be afraid of what little trade
Esperance might get if the line is econ-
structed. There is another seetion of
this community who are opposed to the
Esperance railway on another ground.
They fear that if the line be built it
might open the back door of Western
Australia to the products of the East,
I think their fears are very foolish,
Those who know that distriet best, those
who have spent their lives there, men
like Mr. Dempster, Mr. White, and scores
of others—I have been there many times
myself—all are agreed that that distriet
alone could produce all the food sup-
plies the goldfields would want. I do
not think there is the slightest question
on that point. It is these two sections
of people, who, although they are small
in number, have the ear of those in au-
thority, and it is they who have blocked
us for the past 16 years; but the great
majority of the people of Western Aus-
tralia, those who have given the matter
any thought, arve, I am eonvinced, with
us, and if the question were decided,
either by referendum or a general elec-
tion, I am sure the people who oppose
the line against all reason and common
sense, those little Western Australians,
wounld be swepl into oblivion. 1 would
ask the House to consider the position in
this way. Supposing that what I say
is not {rue, supposing that the people of
Perth, Fremantle, and the farming dis-
tricts were against the line, supposing
that for the sake of argument, it is cer-
tain that the BEastern Goldfields are vir-
tnally unanimous, as unanimous as a
population of 70,000 or 80,000 people can
possibly  he, The Eastern Goldfields
population represents one-third of the
people of this State, and if one-third of
the people of the State go to the Gov-
ernment and say they are unanimous in
asking for the construetion of the rail-
way, and are able to point out that they
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represent people who eontribute so mueh
to the revenue of this country, people
who eontribute, 1 elaim, a larger sharve
than the people of any other portion of
the State, if they say they want the Gov-
ernment to eonstrnel a railway, are the
Government going to say ‘*No, we will
not comply with the wishes of one-third
of the people of this State, we will not
do it,"’ and this though the railway is
ouly to cost £220.0007 Ave they going to
gay ‘‘no’’ to so bhig a section of the
people who are absolutely unanimous on
the question? These people say that
within a few weeks’ time, without any
promise of the railway, over 110.000
acres were applied for in that distriet.
and if supposing 300,000 acres arve ap-
plied for, or even supposing 1.000,000
acres, but we shall say 500.000 acves, in
the MNorseman-Esperance distriet, this
avea at 10s. aw acre would vield £250,000,
a sum more than the total eost of the
railway. Will it be construeted then?
Is the Goverminent to answer ‘‘No,”’ we
will not;’’ Is that to be the answer to be
given to us? But there is another aspect
of the question that we might preseut to
the Government, and il is this, Since
vou say vou will oot comply with the
united wish of one-third of the people
of Western Australia. and if you have
any doubt on the point, we shall demon-
strate to you by any means you mayv
suggest that one-third of the people of
the State are in favour of it. We will
demonstrate to you by means of an elee-
tion, by means of a referendum, or by
means of a petition, or by public meet-
ings, or by anv means that the Govern-
ment wish to suggest, that to all intents
and purposes one-third of the people of
the State want the eonstruetion of this
line. If after an offer of that kind, and
if we say, will you do it, and the money
be fortheoming in the way we snggest,
and the Government still say no. there
is a third position that we will present,
and it is this: There are a number of
public hodies on the Eastern goldfields.
The Government in the past have granted
to various private companies the right
to construct what are ealled tramways,
but which in reality are railways—they
are as mmeh railways as the line which
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at present rubs from Coolgardie io
Norseman. If we say to the Govern-
ment "*Will you give to the representa-
tives of the public bodies on the gold-
fields who are responsible to the people
by eleetion, the same powers that you
have given to various wood companies,
such as the Kurrawang, Lakeside, and
the Kanowna Wood Company, who now
have longer railway lines than those we
are asking for; will you allow the pub-
lic bodies of the goldfields to construct
this railway and they will sarrender it
to the Government upon fair terms when-
ever the Government wish it; will you
then allow it to be done?’’ Personally,
I would like to see this railway con-
strueted by no one else than the Govern-
ment. But, if we cannot get the Govern-
ment to do it, if they will allow the pub-
lie bodies to build it, I betieve thnt we
eould form one body in which all the
publie bodies would have representation,
It would be practically a goldfields gov-
erning body which wonld eontro) this
railway. Tf we should say, ¢“Will you
allow us to build it, and there will be
no diffieulty about the money to con-
struet it, what is the Government to say
to that? Is the Government to say ‘‘No,
we refuse the wishes of one-third of the
people of the State; we refuse, although
the money to build it is assured; we re-
fuse even to allow the publie bodies of
this State to build it.”” If the Govern-
ment are going to send back an answer
to the Eastern goldfields to the effect
that they will not allow it to be con-
structed nnder any eircumstances, what
is the conelusion we are to take from
that? It is this: No matter what case
we are presenting for this railway which
we have asked for for 16 years, the
(tnvernment is to say ‘‘No.”” Whenever
the people ask for railways to be con-
strueted the Government regard them in
the light of people who are desirous of
promoting the interests of the State,
nnd =eeking to develop it, and they are
veceived bv the Govermment as people
who are worthy of encouragement and

assisiance, But. as soon as people
from the FEastern goldfields start
to ask for the [Esperance railway

they are agitators. they are objection-
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able people, people who want to stir up
strife, and who are trying to set the gold-
fields against the coast; they are outrage-
ous.  These are practically the infer-
ences to be drawn from the criticisms of
the aetions of those who simply ask for
a railway to their natural port. We shall
await with a considerable amonnt of in-
terest the Premier's reply to the deputa-
tion. He may not give a direct answer,
he may say—and I do not think anyone
will take exeception to it—that this is a
matter of great iwportance, and he would
like to discuss it with Cabinet and give
it consideration. If he says that, no one
ean take any objection to it, it will be a
reasonable proposal. I do hope, how-
ever, that we shall have a definite reply,
ves or no, within a reasonable time.
We have been waiting for 16 years for
this railway, and we have been put off
over and over again. This Government
has done one good thing for the railway,
and because of that it was the most popu-
lar Government as far as the goldfields
were concerned. This was dne to their
construction of the line to Norseman two
vears ago. The construction of the Es-
perance railway has been supported gen-
erally on the goldfields. When Mr. Con-
nolly was standing for eleetion, and when
I was standing for eleetion, the Govern-
ment were certainly not unpopular. Prob-
ably my friend will say when he was
standing for election he was not eross-
questioned with regard to the ratlway,
but neither of us was. I expect Mr.
McKenzie will sav that he has never been
asked a question regarding this raibway;
his opponent would say the same thing.
The matter is =o universal nn the gold-
fields that there has never been a fieht on
the qunestion because we can never get
anvone against it. I notice Mr. Kings-
mill is smiling. T daresay he had a few
questions pot to him; but still, on the
goldfields every opportunitly is availed
of in order to further the question. The
calilfields members when standing for
goldfields eonstituencies may or may
nont have been asked questions. but 1t has
always been taken for granted that they
have been in favour of the construction
of the line. I assure members that this
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is oot a party matter; the goldfields on
this question ave absolutely united. There
are ne party differences on the fields,
on the guestion and T trnst as a result of
this movement we shall have that line
construeted, and that the Premier will
tell us that he will accede te our requesl.
T am amongst those who elaim that
while the agrienltural development of
that eountry is certainly a strong addi-
tional argument, sitil, that in itself is
only an additional argument. But theve
ave other arguments. Mr. MeKenzie
spoke about the urgent necessity for
providing the people of the Eastern
Goldfields with access to their natural
health and holiday resort. If any mem-
ber of thizs Chamber has spent a summer,
& long dry, hel summer upon those Fast-
ern goldfields, and has seen what the
women and children have to endure, and
knows how the distance to the sea coast
might be shortened, I am quite sure that
even from that aspeet alone and no other
the railway will be considered to be
fully justified. They talk about going
down to Fremantie, Busselton, or Albany.
With all due respect I would say that
Fremantle is not in the same latitude,
I was speaking (o a docior just before
I came down, and he teld me that every
doctor upon the goldfields would sign
petition, if necessary. to point out the
nrgeney of this matter from thai one as-
pect alone, In addition, there is the
right of every people to have access to
their nataral port. That is the right
whieh is recognised in every parl of the
world. When talking about Canada T
mentioned that there thev were opening
up ports everywhere; they are just now
opening a port at Hudson’s Bay. which
is in a corresponding position to the one
that we are talking of now, only it is an
a larger scale. Wherever they can they
ave opening ports and building railways,
and T elaim that to be the way to develop
a ¢enuntry. We in Western Australia, a
mere handful of people, have one of the
biggest problems that Ansivalia ean pre-
senf; we have control of a territory
whieh covers one-third of the Common-
wealth, and that territory contains il-
limitable undeveloped resonrees: it is
almnst unexplored, and it is the dnty of
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every member of both Houses, to my
mind, tv always have a map of Western
Australia imprinted upon his brain. A
most important gquestion in this State is
to secure popnlation for our vaeant
spaces, especially the Northern areas
whiell are now such a menace to all Ans-
tralin; n menare by reason of the fact
that every moment they are a tempta-
tion to the powers of the East, and so in
the same way are the vast vacant spaces
in the Southern areas, and every effort
should he made lo fill them. This rail-
way, to my mind. will strike a blow at
eentralisation, and T would appeal to
members not to be little West Austra-
lians. but West Australians in the true
sense of the term. [f they ave trying ‘o
develop only. that whiech ecan be covered
hy a postage stamp on the map, what ean
one think of them? Is that a statesman-
like poliey to pursue? Recently a man
standing for Parliament who ought to
have known better advocated concentra-
tion, whieh is another word for centralisa-
tion, and he probably would not say that
he was in favour of eentralisation. There
are few men who say thev are, few men
who admit it. The man who favours ceu-
tralisation or eonceuntration is ashamed to
admit it. Of all the States of the Com-
monwealth centralisation is least  desirable
in this State, the largest State of the
Commeonwealth.

Hon. 1W. KINGSMILI. (Metropoli-
tan): One of the few disadvantages of
speaking somewhat late in the debate is
that the congratunlations I have to offer
may appear somewhat stereotyped, may
appear unoriginnl: but T feel sure, Mr.
Presgident, that vou will appreciaie the
faet that Lhough they come late, and
after maoy others have heen uitered be-
fore them, they are none the less sin-
eore, aixl they come from one whe has
had every opportanity of judging and
endorsing vour fitness to hold the high
and honourable position te which you
have heen elected. With rezard to the
Governor’s Speech I suppose all mun-
dane affairs for the purpose of debate
may he divided into two caiegovies. those
nentioned in the Governor’s Speech and
those which are not. The first we are
iastified in teueling npon beeavse theve
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is mention of them—and may I say in
this Governor’s Speech those which are
left ont foerm an inconsiderable min-
ori{y—the others we are justified in ex-
pressing surprise at the omission of. If
one were to touch on each point raised
even in the Speech itself, without deal-
ing with its omissions, those insignifi-
cant omissions perhaps, to which I have
alluded, one would find that any reason-
able time limit which was sef would be
very much exceeded. I do not propose,
therefore, to do more than touch upon a
few points which appear in the Speech
and, if 1 may be permitted, a few points
which do not appear, but which, in my
humble opinion, should find place there.
T should like to take this, the first publie
opportunity I have had of congratulat-
ing the Premter upon the immense sue-
¢ess of his trip to England as Premier,
and of congratulating the man upon the
tecognition of his services to the State,
and, may I say, to the Empire, so de-
finitely made by his Sovereign. The next
point upon which T wish to toueh is one
on which I am sure most hon. members
will be at one. I wish to endorse the
note of regret in the Speech at the rejec-
tion of the fnancial agreement which
meant so mueh to Western Australia
and even more to Australia ; hecavse
I maintain that by leaving the financial
powers of the Commonwealth within the
power of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment without a reference to the people
of Australia, by taking out of the Con-
stitution that right which the people of
Austrahia had to alter it in regard to the
finances, a great blow has been struck
at those State rights which even the most
ardent federalists, and I claim to be
among them, will maintain are the very
essentials of the agreement into which
the States of .Ausiralia entered as a
chief precedent to their entrance into
Federation. I am glad indeed to hear
from the hon. gentleman who has just
sat down that such a feeling of amity
exists on the zoldfields towards the coast.
T am glad to hear it from the hon. gen-
tleman, because I have done him men-
tallv for the last month on two an in-
Jjustiee perhaps. an injustice for which
T make every reparation. 1 felt sure
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from the attitude that gentleman took
up—not so much Mr. Kirwan himself,
bui the paper, that famous paper on the
goldiields with whiech he has been so
long and so creditably and so honour-
ably associated—that there was just per-
haps a little tinge of feeling between the
goldfields and the eoast; but after listen-
ing to the hon. member’s deelaration to-
night, I have to wipe the last vestige of
such a suspicion from my mind.

Houn. J. W. Kirwan: The paper has
always suopported the agrienltural
policy. It opposed centralisation. I
rather think you are confusing “ecentrali-
sation” with “the coast.” They are two
different things.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I had thought
that the hon. gentleman in making that
speech, which any member would be
proud of making, had every opportunity
to explain every aspeet of the question
and every phase of thought he possessed,
but I find it is not so, I find now that
when I am gleaning up the last bits of
snspicion against the hon. member some
explanation is necessary in order that he
may explain his mental and, if I may
say, his journalistic attitnde.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: I am explaining
your speech.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: My speech is
mainly devoted to making an apology for
having mentally wronged the hon. zentle-
man who has just sat down, I find among
other subjeets touched npon in the Gov-
ernot’s Speech mention of a subjeet which
concerns me very greatly. I find that the
declaration made by the Aecting Premier,
that this State was ahout to invade what
was undoubledly the province of the Com-
monwealth in taking upen itself the re-
sponsibility of building the Western Aus-
tralian portien of the Transcontinental
line, finds a place in the Governor's
Specelh. I thonzht when that declaration
was made that it was made in haste and
would be repented of at leisure, and I am
surprised, therefore, to find that it is not
repented of at leisure but that the State,
or rather the Government of the State,
are about to take upon themselves powers
in a manner which the people of the State
I do not think for one moment will allow;
that they are about to undertake the
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building of a line which is, to ali intents
and purposes, purely a Federa! under-
taking, the object of which is undoubtedly
the defence of Australia, not of Western
Australia, but the defence of the whole of
Australia. T regret to find that this has
a place in the Governor’s Speech. T hope
that like many other projeets which ap-
pear in Governor’s speeches it will not
get out of it. Indeed T may indicate the
kope that it will never get into it again
and that we will have no attempt made by
the Governmeut, for their own sakes, to
put this in a more concrete form than the
form it now has in a paragraph in the
Speech wilh which they open Parliament.
I am pleased indeed to be able to endorse
the remarks made about the enormous de-
velopment, the wonderful development of
the agricultural industry of this State.
As hon. members know, I had under cir-
cumstances which [ need not now reeall,
an ample opportunity of examining all
the resources of a great deal of the State;
and I went through the country at a time
when the bountiful harvest just reaped
was in process of being successfully taken
" to the coast—that portion of it which did
nof go to the goldfields—by the railways
which the Governinent have done so rauch
to forward, the agrienliural lines of
Western Australia, One thing that struek
me was fhe bonutifulness of the harvest,
and another thing was the promise of a
still more bountiful harvest next wyear.
Wherever one went oue could zee the pro-
cest of burning-off and extending opera-
tions. T feel sure that if nature is not
too prodizal to us in the matter of rain-
fall this year the Lharvest of last year will
be eelipsed hy the harvest that is to come.
and in a State that after all is only at
the hegining of its agricultural possibili-
ties. With a few big seasons like these
are, it not only puts seitlers on their feet
but it enconrages them to bring their
friends from the other Siates and from
the goldfields, some of whose population
—perhaps  replaced by arrivals  from
other States, perhaps net—are now turn-
ing their attention to the agrieuliural pos-
sihilities of the State. The agricultural
outlook is very promising; indeed it is
mnare than promizing. it is performing.
And let me say it justifies the Govern-
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ment amiply in the efforts they are making
to give every farmer the opportunity that
every farmer should have of having a
railway within reasonable distance. How-
ever, there is one thing I hope the Gov-
ernment will observe. It is a peculiar
thing that the more railways we bnild the
more roads we want. There has been a
tendency in the past to cut down the
roads grant. I hope that tendency may
be ehecked before it hecomes pernicious.
T hope the Government will realise the
fact thai T have just spoken of, that the
more railways we build the more roads we
want, ’

The Colonial Seeretarv:
feed the railways.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL: 1 think the
leader of the House will agree with me
that, through financial stress and for
other causes, the tendeney bas been to
somewhat curtail the roads vote. I hope
the tendeney to ewt this vote down will
become less when the revenue is more
huoyant, such as we may reasonably ex-
pect in the near future. Now, to pass
away for the moment from agriculture to
the pasioral industry, it seems that Pro-
vidence has been very good to the State
for the last few years. Again, we find
in the North-Western areas every indi-
eation of a bountiful season. 1 learn
with a great deal of pleasure that the
Govermuent have finally decided to place
freezing works at Wyndham and else-
where. Apparently the only person who
seems to be satisfied as to the meaning
of the word ‘‘elsewhere’ is our friend.
Mr. Drew, who apparently comes to the
concluston  that ‘‘elsewhere’’ means
everywhere but GGeraldton. I do not think
that was the intention of the Govern-
ment when that paragraph was being
framed. It must be indeed an intense
disappointment when a paragraph such
as this in the Governor’s Speech, which
may reasonably be expecied to fit every
place in Western Australia and seenre
universal approbation, is bowled out, so
to speak, by the representative of a dis-
trict who has made up his mind that his
distriet eannot be included in the word.
I do pot suppose any site for these
freezine works has yet been fixed upox,
ard in my epinion it wiil be a very diffi-

Certainly, io
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cult watter. IKnowing Wyndham as I
do, and speaking without any disrespeet
for it, I say it is unfortunate in its posi-
tion; nature has made it so. It will be
difficalt to establish freezing works at
the town of Wyndham. Those who have
been there will bear me out in this eon-
tention. Theve is barely room hetween
Bastion Hill, which is 600 or 700 feet
abgve the town, and the waters of Cam-
bridge Gulf for the not very extensive
township that already exists. Another
diffieulty is that the water sapply Mr.
Connor alluded to has not yet been found.
It may or may not be found by artesian
boring; I hope it may; but with these
two diffienlties in the way, and the diffi-
culty that the eountry is but ill supplied
with fuel, I think the Government would
be wise not te rush hastily into the selec-
tion of a site for these works. There
must be other places, there must be better
places. there must be places easier of
aceess to the eattle eountry of Kimber-
ley. TUndoubiedly there are places better
situated from the points of view I have
enumerated than the town of Wyndham
itself. I do not wish to raise a storm
of indignation at Wyndham. As a mat-
ter of faect, Wyndham as a town is too
kot for people to be so energetic as to be
very indignant. I hope my remarks will
be taken by those they affeet in the spivit
in which they ave made, that they will be
taken with that view always in mind Mr.
Kirwan has alluded to, eschewing paro-
chial ideas and looking at the matter
from a purely national standpoint. It
is undoubtedly n faet that unless freez-
ing works are estabtished the small squat-
ter in Kimberley—and there are scores
of small squatters there—will not have
any chance of getting an outlet for his
produce, Nay, more, the large squatters
will not ke able to supply this part of the
Stale at a reasonable price unless thex
be assured of a market elsewhere for the
disposal of their surplus stoek. Mr.
Conner, than whom there is no better
authority in Western Australia, has
pointed ont that these markets are to be
found in what we call the Enast. These
rearkets need exploitation. and I suppose
exploitation will be given to them. Until
these markets are developed the outlook

e

for Kimberley is a very dismal one in-
deed, and the first means of improving
it is the step the Government are taking
in providing freezing faecilities in ihat
part of the State. I notice, too, with
pleasnre the coast of the North-Wesi,
which is renowned as one of the most
dangerous in the world, not only no ae-
count of the roeks and reefs, but on ae-
eount of the shifty currents, is to be sur-
veyed. .\ survey is being carried out to
replace the survey whieh at present is
very insufficient and inaccurate of that
part of the coasl. The next point I have
to touch tpon is to eongratulate the Gov-
ernment on taking the step whieh I
think is a very wise one, that is the ap-
pointment of a hoard whose main objert
is the consideration of the advisability
of building new railways, I wassurprised
that in the eloguent appeal which Mr.
Kirwan made to the House, and through
this House to the country, I was sur-
prised in that eloquent appeal he abso-
lutely ignored ihe existence of such a
body of men: he abselutely ignored the
fact that these men had alveady travelled
over the country which he was speaking
of in support of the Esperance railway,

Hon. J. E. Dodd: In the night time.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: T am speaking
of the speech the hon. member has just
delivered. The advisory board, as My,
Dodd will find in the Governor's Speech,
consists of the manager of the Agrieul-
taral Bank, who besides being a finnacial
authority is a splendid authority on agri-
culture. Then there is the Surveyor-
General who, no doubt, will satisfy the
desideratum of AMr. Kirvwan, that of hav-
ing a man acquainted with mallee lands.
These two gentlemen, the manager of the
Agrieultural Bank and the Surveyor-
General. above all men should be able to
form some idea of the probable area of
conntry fo be tapped by any proposed
line. Then theve is the Chief Inspectot
of Engineering Surveys, who would have
a mood idea of any engineering difficulty
that may lie in the way of making these
railways. The hon, member chose to ie-
nore the fact—possibly I am wrong in
saving e chose to ignore it—but it hap-
pened that he did not mention the faet
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that these gentlemen had already been
over the rounte of this railway.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: Admittedly in the
night time.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I did not see
that admission. I hear so many eurious
things about this railway that one does
not know exactly what to believe. I did
hear some mention of it on the gold-
fields when 1 was speaking there, and 1
was asked most extraordinary questions
about it. At one meeting I was asked
whether I was in favour of that part of
Lord Kitchener’s report wherein he laid
down as a conditional precedent to the
establishment of the Trans-Australian
railway that a line should be buili from
Esperance to tap the railway.

The Colonial Secretary: Did Lerd
Kitchener say that?

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I had not seen
it and I said so, and after the questioner
had expressed his pity for my ignorance
he allowed me to depart in peace. I was
also asked about the fortifications of Es-
perance and making a havbour there, and
I was asked so many questions, so much
so that one could be excused a certain
amount of confusion arising in the mind
as to what is expected. I happen to know
Esperance very well indeed, probably I
know Esperance a good deal better than
any member of this House. I have spent
mwonths there at all times of the year
and I know the surrounding eountry. I
am not an expert of mallee land, and no-
bedy but an expert in mallee land should
express an opinion on the land around
Esperance, 1 am not going to express an
opinion. T suppose I am in order in dis-
cussing (he Esperance line when dealing
with the advisory hoard. I take it that
the Esperance line should be built for
two reasons; the two teasons that Mr.
Kirwan laid down. These two reasons
are, the existence of a very large extent
of extremely good agrienltural land. and,
secondly, the existence in Esperance of a
magnificent health and pleasure resort.
So far as the agrieultural lands go, if I
were a fervid adveeate of the line I think
T shounld pin my faith to that, if I were
sure of 5,000 acres there to be taken np
for Iand settlement. This board that has
been appointed by the Government, a

[COUNCIL.]

board of experts independent of any poli-
tical control, a board of men who have
made their namnes in Western Australia,
and made their names, some of them, in
Australasia, they are not going to lend
their names to any Httle parochialism
such as some of the people in that part
of the world are accused of advocating.
I think any report these gentlemen give
will be an aceurate, true, and fair report,
and as far as I am concerned I think that
the main object of that line. if built,
shonld be the opening up of the agricul-
tural conntry, and I am quite prepared
to stand, or let Esperance stand or fall,
by the quality of the report which these
gentlemen put in. Not a report made,
after a eursory inspection of the country
that Mr. Dodd says was made, but let
these experts make a further examinatien
of the country and then let the Govern-
ment say whether the line should he
built or not.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: Before the channels
of trade are establised.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Yes; go be-
fore the channels of trade are established,
but now the channels of trade have be-
come established. Before that it would
have been good for the goldfields to have
had a line built, and at that time I sup-
ported the building of the line. I am not
ashamed to say that I have since changed
my mind, that is, so far as the building
of that line lo put it into the carrying
trade of the goldfields, is concerned. For
this reason, there is a certain amount of
traffic to be taken to the goldfields, and
the fact of Esperance being opened up
will not inerease that trade, but instead of
having, as we have now, one payable linz,
what would we, have: we should increase
the ecapitalisation of our railways and
harbours because Esperance harbour is
not a natural harbour, and a good deal of
money would have to be spent there io
make it in any degree equal te the har-
bour at Fremantle, and it would not in-
crease their carrying eapacity one penny,
that is looking at the matter from a
national standpoint. If the goldfields
have anything to complain of in connee-
tion with a railway service I should be
the first to remedy it, but the goldfields
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pevple will take up an attitude that the
railway should earey jewellery at the
same rate as they carry jarrah. The ma-
jority of the goods carried for the gold-
tields people is in the line of general mer-
chandise, and no one would maintain that
drapery should be earried at the same rate
as coal and timber, whiel forms the traftic
along the eoastal line. If you go to the
fields or stop in Perth—and remember, I
have bheen a goldfields member, not in the
sense in which the term goldfields is used
in this Chamber, 1 ecame from a goldfield
which is not recognised as a goldfeld, be-
cause when members speak of the goid-
fields here they mean the Eastern Gold-
fields and nothing else. I often wonder
how the other goldfields representafives
stand here and listen to the goldfields be-
ing spoken of in the way they are, I was
about to say that if you go to the fields,
and if people begin discussing railway
matters you are met with the argument
that the freights to the goldfields are far
higher than fo any other part of the
State. That assertion may be made by
unthinking people. Freights, undoubted-
Iy, are high, but en the same class of stuff
the same freights are applicable o the
goldfields line as to the other parts of the
State, therefore, it is not a just assertion
and should not be much censidered. Let
me touch for a moment on the second rea-
son why Esperance shounld have a railway
line. That is that Esperance is a health
and pleasure resort for those on the gold-
fields. T have had experience of nearly
the whole of the \Western Austrahan coast
from Wyndham to Israelite Bay, and in
my experience Esperance is easily the best
summer resort in Western Auwstralia. I
do not know any summer resort in Aus-
tralip——

Hon. R. W. Pennefather:
than Albany?

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: TFar better.
Not in elimate but in other ways. So far
as facilities for sport are offered in Es-
perance, Albany is not to be compared.
It is, indeed, one of the finest health and
pleasure resorts I Thave known, hut
whether the State iz justified in building
a railway purely from a health and plea-
snre point of view-alone, thal is a matter

Is it better
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on whieh cven Mr, Kirwan musi admit
opiniuns may differ.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: When the money
for its construction is assured.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: During the
hon. member's temporary absence from
the Chamber T have dealt, to my satisfac-
tion, with what I thought was thal aspect
of the question. T have already explained
to the House thal my opinion was that if
this very larze area of good farming land
is available, and I am not offering an
opinion prineipally for the reason that it
would be presumptuous on my part, not
being experienced in mallee land to offer
an opinion, but if that land is available
in the estimation of the advisory board,
which the hon. member did not men-
tion——

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: I did mention it.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I must have
heen absent from the Chamber when the
hon. member dealt with that point.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: It is said there
are 20 miles of farming land, though Mr.
Mitbehell savs there are 30.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Then Mr.
Mitehell has rather more praise for (t
than the Railway Advisory Board. If the
Railway Advisory Board ean recommend
fbe building of the line from an agrieal-
toral point of view, certainly 1 think
the line should be built.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Does nothing
else count with you but the agricultural
view?

Hon. W. KINGSMILL:
should eount?

Hon. J. W, Kirwan:
health point count?

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: Yes, but if
the agricultural prospects of the line ave
not such as to warrant its coenstruction,
then the Government would not be justi-
fled in underiaking if.

Hou. J. W. Kirwan: But bhave not
the people of the goldfields the right to
have aeccess to thelr natural port?

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: For what pur-
pose would the hon. mewber nse this
natural port, seeing that the hon. member
has deelared Lhat the port wounld not have
the slightest effect upon the trade of the
ports of Tremantle, Bunbury and Al-

What else

Should not the
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bany? Personally I do not think it
would. But I have already pointed out
that while it wonld not affect the trade of
Fremantle or Perth, it would affeet the
eapitalisation of our railways. It would
largely increase that capitalisation with-
ont adding to the earning power.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Are we to he
compelled to carry ocur goods 180 extra
miles in order that the railways may pay
the beiter?

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: Now the hon.
gentleman is rather receding from the
position he originally took up. He first
said the line was worthy of being built for
two reasons; first of all from the agri-
cultural point of view, and secondly from
the point of view of health and pleasure.
He was good encugh to say that the line
would not affect the trade of Fremantle
or Perth. By that, I take it he was quite
content to bave those goods carried in the
way in which they are now carried. If
not, why say it would not affect the trade
of Fremantle or of Perth? Personally I
do not think it would affeet this trade;
but, even if it did, if it gave that inlet to
other provinces of Australia which the
hon. member says some people are afraid
of, those people would indeed be very un-
federal in spirit if. for no betier reason,
they ohjected to the proposed railway.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: But why not
favour the building of the line if the cost
of constrnetion be assured?

Hon, W. KINGSMILL: It may be as-
sared from the hon. member's point of
view, but let me ask him——

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: If 500.000 acres
of land be taken up in that eountry,
wonld vou be in favour of the construe-
tion of the line?

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: I have already
said that if T had an assurabee on that
point, and if the Railway Advisory Board
were in favour of the building of the line,
T would not oppose it.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: 'The Railway Ad-

visory Board who spent three days in rac-

ing over the eountrv!

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I am so sorry
to have to repeat portions of my speech
merely to satisfv the hon. member’s pas-
sion for interjection. I have alveady
dealt with the point he now tounches

[COUNCIL.]

upon, and I have said that the Railway
Advisory Board, if they thought suffi-
cient inspection has not been made,
should go over the ground again. I am
glad to find that this inspeetion of theirs
was not so eursory as I at first thought.
I gathered from Mr. Dodd that they had
hurried over the country in the manner
of a criminal evading justice, spending
only one night in the passage. Now, it
wonld appear that the time occupied was
three days. Really the testimony is so
extremely conflicling that it makes it very
hard for a person like myself, who is
open to eonviction——

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: You are not open
fo eonvietion. The goldfields vote at the
recent election settled you in respect to
this railway.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Not at all;
ihe hon. member must know my mind
better than I do myself, I do not bear
any animosity ai all against the people
of the goldfields for their vote. I am not
one of those who, beeanse a man does not
vote for them, think he must be wrong in
principle and a ruffian of the deepest dye.

Hon, J. E. Dadd: Your colleague does
not agree with all you say.

Hon., W. KINGSMILL: I daresay Mr.
Dodd’s eolleagnes have said things with
which he does not altogether agree. Even
in his party, sopposed to possess the
quality of unanimity in the highest de-
eree—even in the ranks of that party one
can find little traces of dissension, or, I
will not sav dissension, but little differ-
ences of opinion. You find extremists
even in that party, I am glad this House
has gained in Mr. Dodd one who is not
an extremist, but whose object, as shown
daving the brief time he has been in the
House. is to Jav before us the views of
his party with woderation and diseretion.
T feel certain that if he were free to ad-
wit the fact he would say that sometimes
the extremisis of his party have gone fur-
ther than he would care o 20.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: Yes; but why do
you want the Railway Advisory Board’s
report in respect to this particular rail-
way when it has not been given in respect
to other railways? .

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: We want it
in the case of this and all future rail-
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ways. The reason why, in the past, we
have not had it, is because the Board did
not happen to be in existence. I trust
that is a good and sufficient reason why
we had no report from the board.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan interjected.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I do not ex-
actly see the force of the hon. gentle-
man’s interjection, As a matter of fact
he appears to me, as I have already said,
to be possessed of an inordinate passion
for making interjections. I am sorry it
is so. It is, perhaps, characteristic of
that part of the world from which he
comes. 1 allude, of course, to the gold-
fields. But I do hope that while I am
making these few remarks the hon. gen-
tleman will accord to me the courtesy T
accorded to him when I sat and listened
to his remarks. Perbaps my remarks
are disjointed, and in all probability they
have not that compelling force which
makes hon. members listen to Mr. Kirwan
in silence. However, let him possess his
soul in patience. No doubt if I say
anything very violent or wide of the trnth
he will rise {0 a point of order.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: I understood that
interjections were by way of compliment
to a speaker.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: 1f that were
so, I should feel the most flattered man in
Western Awstralia.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Well, you are
making out a good ease for your constitu-
ents, and deserve well of them.

‘Hon. J. W. KINGSMILL: I was try-
jng to explain my attitude, not from the
point of view of my constituents alone,
but from that of the whole of the people
of Western Australia. This, T think,
should be the main object of everyone
in the Chamber.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The way to arrive
at that is to take a referendum.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: As for the
probable issue of a referendum, it is com-
forting to know that there is no limit
placed on the powers of propheey pos-
sessed by members. We can always talk
about the absolutely certain result of a
referendum if it were possible to get one.
I wish it were possible, for just out of
curiosity it would be interesting to see
what would happen.
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Hon. J. W. Pennefather: We have had
one referendnin too many.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I would like
to see this referendum, jusi to satisfy the
hon. gentleman whose mind is intent
upon aequiring knowledge through un-
usual processes. The next point I wish
to touch upon is one mentioned the other
night when I listened to that little bear
story relaied by my friend and former
colleague. I would like to remind my
hon. friend that bears, though large and
sometimes truculent of aspect—although
I understand the animal in question, im
that admirable cartoon drawn by an artist
for whom I have the greatest respect, was
not truoculent of aspect but, rather, wove
a smile. To my mind the bear in ques-
tion had a sort of air of innocent protest.
However, I was going to remind the hon.
member that bears, though so large in
size and fierce of aspect are yet of timid
disposition, and if unduly harassed, even
the one in question, ipstead of coming
further down the pole may seek refuge at
the top again. Then, again, there is a
good deal in the adjustment of those steps
upon the pole. Some bears like short
steps, while others like long ones. Now
the Government bears, if I may be par-
doned the use of such a term—as 2 matter
of fact the Government just now appear
to be operating rather as “bulls’” than
“bears”—like their steps cut very loag,
notwithstanding the fact that any other
bear might lose his balance on passing
from one to the other. But, to drop alle-
zory: What I wonld have said if an op-
portunity bad oceurred last session was
that T would be prepared to meet the
Government half-way. I think they are
going too far in asking so great a reduc-
tion as was asked in last year’s Bill. How-
ever, I am prepared to meet them with a
£20 qualification; and if this will fit the
case my services, I may say, are at their
disposal. If not, and if the Bill em-
erges from Committee—at which stage,
of course. my position debars me from
taking an aetive part—with such a re-
duction as T have said, well and good.
If it does not, then undoubtedly T shall
have to oppose it at the next stage. I hope
I make my position perfectly clear. I
do not intend to enlarge upon the sub-
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jeet of redistribution of seats. As a mat-
ter of fact I think it is always unwise to
meet the trouble half way; and we are
going to have plenty of trouble about
this, I ean hear a gentle rumour of if,
and indeed it is to be felt in the atmos-
phere. Whaiever it may be iun the first
place, one would be unwise to prophecy
as to what the shape of the Bill will be
by the time it gets here. However, by
that time I will be prepared to study it
and come to some conclusion as to what
action I shall pursne in the matter.
With regard to the enconragement of see-
ondary industries, I think members would
do well if they were personally a little
better aeguainted with the secondary in-
dustries that already exist. I am sure
Myr. Kirwan will pardon me if I mention
the obnoxious name of Perth, but I am
sure it has given me a great deal of
pleasure, during the past five or six
months, occasionally to visit some of the
factories which exisi in and around the
¢ity, which exist and do well under con-
ditions not always too favourable. It is
undoubtedly trne that it behoves any
Government or municipality to see that
the eapifal of a eity shall not be too great
a parasite on the couniry surrounding it.
If it is possible for us in Perth to make
our position more secure, to vender our-
selves le<s the sport and plaything of the
agriculiural seasons or of the times of
depression. or inflation, of the mining jn-
dustry, by buttressing np this town with
factories and industries of its own, every-
thing that ecan he done should be done in
this connegtion. If might surprise mem-
bers to learn that even to-day this
State is sending away biscuifs to Mel-
bourne, confectionary to Sydney, and
even leather goods to the other
States, and are competing reasonably
even although the conditions are not
‘so good here as there, with the
larger firms in the East. T am sure mem-
bers will be glad to learn this, and if
they have any doubt on the matter I
would like them to verify for themselves
what T have said. I am very pleased to
find that a Department of Industry has
heen established, and I feel sure every-
thing that ean be done will be done. With
the terms of our Federal Constitation
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always kept rigorously in sight we should’
encourage as reasonably as we ean those-
industries that can he encouraged. Mr.
Throssell was good enough to pay some
little tribute of compliment to me for
having been instrumental in bringing be-
fore this House, as I will do again this.
gession, a motion referring to the manner
of dealing with lapsed Bills. For one
reason or other this unfortunate provision
has wot yet found a place in the Stand-
ing Orders, not through any fault of this
Chamber, hat because another place have:
wanted either the time or the ineclination
to deal with it. I hope that will not be
the ease this year. I feel sure members
will again agree to support the motion
I will put on the Notice Paper. Let us.
hope that in another place it will be re-
cognised this session that the motion is
not an insidious trap laid for them, but a
measure of common sense, introducing:
to this Parliament what has been the
practice in other Parliaments the world
over for years, a praetice that lLas met
with good results. It will have the effect
of greatly saving both time and money
to the eountry and, I am sure, will give
every satisfaction. There is one matter
not mentioned in the Governor’s Speech,
and which I would feel almost ashamed to
mention here were it not for the urgenev
of the ease. I feel sure the Colonial Sec-
retary will forgive me for mentioning it.
I have spoken of the subject before, and
it refers to the distribution, the inequit-
able distribution, I think, of Government
funds to the various charities of the
State. The Colonial Secretary knows to
what T allude. Last night a meeting was
held of the Children’s Protection Society;
it was the annual meeting and, by the
courtesy of His Excellency the Governor,
took place in the QGovernment House
ballroom. At that meeting a state of
affairs was disclosed which was very in-
teresting, and was fully set forth in the
report of the society then placed before
members. A few of the salient points of
that report I will touch upen. My main
object in making this appeal is because
the society is the one charilable organisa-
ttan here which receives absalutely “no
Government support, although it is ad-
milted by the Colonial Seeretary himself
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zand by these of his officers who are there
to advise him, that the work the society
is doing is excellent and deserves enconr-
agement. If this recognition is not given
the operations of the society must hefore
long assuredly be sericusly retarded. It
is not as if it existed for Perth alone, for
the ehildren wnder its charge have come
from the following places :—Lawlers, Kal-
goorlie, Boulder, Fimiston, Ravensthorpe,
Geraldton, Norseman, Bunbury, Mandu-
rah, Greenbushes, Harvey, Beverley, Kur-
rawang, Pilbara, Northam, Laverton, Bus-
gelton, Sandstone, Sydney, and New Zea-
lJand. There are now some 73 children
under the charge of the society, and they
come from the different places I have
mentioned. The Colonial Secretary bas
gone so near promising to help this society
on one or two occasions—I will not say
that lie has absolutely promised, for if he
had done so that promise would have been
fulfilled—that the society feels it has
some right to expeet recognition of its
work. I make this appeal on the Society’s
hehalf. Perbaps I might be almost taken
to be unjustified in introduecing this sub-
jeet. 1 take it, however, that it is a seri-
ous omission from the Governor’s Speech
that the good work the socicty is doing,
and is prepared to do is not reecognised,
and the assistance granted which is no
more {han ils due. Some of the
other societies to which Government re-
cognition is exfended ave, perhaps en-
caged in a work not s0 necessary as that
carried on by the Children’s Protection
Society, I have to thank members for
having listened to me with a fair amount
of quietude, and I have to thank those
members who have paid me so many conm-
pliments. I have to thank the House for
their kindness in placing me in the posi-
tion I oceupy. Allow me to say that after
travelling the length and breadth of West-
ern Australia it is pleasing to come home,
as it were, like the prodigal son of old,
and be welcomed as I have been in this
honoured and august assembly. 1 have
much pleasure in supporting the Address.

Hon. R. W.PENXNEFATHER (North):
T was thinking before I stood up that if
I i1emained a little longer, and waited
for a few more subjects to be touched

upon, everylhing I possibly could say
would be said mueh better than, per-
haps, I could express it myself. At the
risk, perhaps, of wearying the House for
a few moments I desire, without pre-
fatory remarks, to offer youn, Mr, Presi-
dent, my sincere congraiulations upen
being again elected to the seat you have
held worthily for so many years. I de-
sire to extend the same to Mr. Kings-
mill, and I ean assure him that I and
others weleowne lis return to this House.
The Speech of 1lis Exeellency, whieh
was proposed in euncise and lueid terms
by my honourable and learned friend,
Mr. Gawler, commends itself, I think, to
every member of this Chamber who is
not of a partial mind, There is much
matter in it which leads to differences
of opinion, and with some of those sub-
jects it wounld be unwise te deal at pre-
sent. At the same time, however, I can
assure my friend, and among others,
Mr. Kirwan, that the subject so dear to
bhis heart, the railway to Esperance,
should it come before the Chamber this
session will receive, at my hands, and I
am sure at the hands of every member,
a falr and candid deliberation, undeter-
mined by any preconceived ideas, no
matter from what guarter they came. I
have to thank Mr. Kingsmill for refer-
ring to the intention of the Government
to establish at Wyndham {reezing works.
He is aequainted with that part of
the State, having visited it on more
oceasions  than one, and Le could
assure members of some of the diff-
culties that will have to be faced
in that quarter. It is true there may be
some difficulties in fixing the site, bunt
they can be overcome. There is plenty
of land available, so it is only a aues-
tion, perhaps, of a little expense in fix-
ing a wharf on that side of the stream.
But as regards the water, I ean assure
my friend, for T have visited the distriet
since he has, that there is a large and
copious supply of fresh water eight or
ten miles away, on the high tableland,
that ean be bronght down in pipes and
will flow by gravitation, That will be a
cheaper way than by endeavouring to
find artesian sopplies. T have no doubt
that the initiation of the work will lead
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to the cheapening of meat in this market,
for meat can be brought down in a
chilled eondiiion in a very much better
state than if the animal is transhipped.
It will open up a market for our extra
prodnets in the Bast.  Unfortunately
there are diffienlties prevailing at pre-
sent owing to the laws of gquarantine be-
ing so strict in Manila, and other is-
lands north and west of our Continent,
bot we hope with better representation
these will shortly be overcome and the
reonlations relaxed to a considerable ex-
tent.

Hon, B, C. O'Brien: Great assistance
will be given to the small growers.

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER: Yes;
it means annihilation to them if some
such institution as freezing works is not
established. The small grower is not
able to charier ships and is at the mercy
of the larpe squatter, who offers what
price he thinks fit. As the latter, him-
self, finds a difficulty in getting rid of
his surplus stock he naturally does not
want the stoek of others to compete with
his. T am much indebted to Mr. Kirwan
for his reference, in the course of the
long, able and exhaustive speech he
made, to one subject which will engage
the attention of the House in a lively
manner, no doubt, before long; that is
the Hedistribution of Seats Bill. M.
Kirwan pointed out what has been ex-
pressed before, but I will pay him this
compliment , that T have never heard
it expressed in sueh a concise and em-
phatic manner as he placed it before this
Chamber, That is, that the representa-
tion of the constitueney should not be
guided solely by the per eapita of the
electorate, but by other considerations,
mainly the one of remoteness from the
capital; that is, that the representation
in remote parts should be according to
the distance from the ecapital. This
strikes home to me. beeanse I make it a
religtous part of my duty, as a represen-
tative of the North Province, to visit
that place onece a year, and I am one of
the worst sailors that ever went on a
ship. I go on board in fear and tremb-
ling, for I know that I will experience
several bad hours on the boat. If it be
so difficult to go there from here, how
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much more diffieult is it for those who
bave no such facilities to come south¥
My colleague, Sir Edward Wittenoom,
has referred to the necessity for the Gov-
ernment to arrange for a Supreme Court
Jjudge to visit the North-West, and par-
tieularly the town of Broome, once or
twice a year. Much injustice is being
done there, I fear, owing to the want of
that eonvenienee because, as Sir Edward
pointed out, and I can bear testimony to
it also, many cases are not brought into
court simply on account of the great ex-
pense that has to be endured in order
to bring witnesses to Perth, and the
people would rather endure an injustice
than run the risk of bringing witnesses
so far at such great expense. I have
never had an opportunity and I do not
think any of the members of this Cham-
ber have had an opportunity, exeepting
the Colonial Secretary, of seeing the Bill
dealing with liquor law reform.

The Colonial Seeretary: You saw it
last session.

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER: It
never reached this House. I throw out’
the suggestion in conneetion with Bills
dealing with subjeets that are already
on our statute bhooks, seattered, some of
them, over eight or tem Acts of
Parliament, that whoever draws up the
measure should try and codify the laws
on the subjeet and put all inrto one Bill.
That wounld be a great saving and wonld
put our laws into a convenient form. I
believe there are some 14 or 15 amend-
ing Aets on the liquor question. I would
like to re-echo what I said on a previous
occasion when the Address-in-Reply
came forward, on the subject of recr-
ganising the Agent General’s office. We
have not heard any definite statement
vet from the Premier as éo what the in-
tention is, but I still hold the opinion,
and it is shared by a good many mem-
bers in this Chamber and ancther place,
that that office should be reorganised
with the view of brioging into it fresh
blood from this Siate, men who have
lived here for a number of years and
who are thoroughly saturated with
Western Australian affairs, and who
would know what (hey were speaking
about. I think it would help very much
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to facilitate and efficiently conduct the
business of that office if this course
were followed. I would like to say
one or two words with reference
to the proposed establishment of the Uni-
versity. This is a subject I have always
taken a deep interest in, and I am glad 10
see that the Government are going to take
steps to give it concrete existence. I
think before any attempt is made to es-
tablish secondary schools or eolleges, that
the Government should see that in every
part of the State where there might be a
sufficient number of children that prim-
ary education is given. I have ascer-
tained that the custom is growing up to
secure quarter-acre allotments alongside
schools in order to give the children the

benefit of the study of nature. I hope
that this will be practised extensively
throughout the country centres. T trust

that, notwithstanding the movement to
establish secoudary schools, the first ¢on-
sideration of the Government will be
to lay down the rale that primary eduea-
tion is lhe first essential,

The Colonial Seeretary: So we do.

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER: In
speaking of primary education, 1 cannot
help sympathising very deeply with the
sehool teachers who have very arduous
duties to perform, and many of whom, [
rezret to say, are getting salaries which
are not commensurate with the import-
ance of the work they have to discharge.
I do hope that the Government will see
they are treated in a liberal and fair
manner. I would like to bring under the
notiee of the Colonial Seeretary that the
extension of the jetty at Broome is a sub-
ject that the people in that guarter of the
State are looking forward to with con-
siderable interest, Their desire is that the
work of extension should be carried out
without any great delay. No doubi it will
rosl a reasonably large snm of money,
but, at the same lime, it will serve a great
want, beeanse the completion of the work
will mean that the steamers going up and
down will be able to load and unload ir-
respective of the tides. With reference
to ihe establishment of the battery at
Marble Bar and the construction of the
railway connecting that mining centre

157

with Port Hedland, I feel sure that the
Government have done very wisely. _I re-
eently visited that distriet and was pleased
to see at Marble Bar that a great number
of claims which had been abandoned or
neglected, were all being worked, and
worked, evidently, satisfactorily. Now
there is the opportunity of mining below
water level. Before, this was ont of the
question, because there was no timber
grown locally that would answer the pur-
pose. There is a feeling of hopefulness
iv the distriet now and the place is grow-
ing prosperous. There is a fine stamp of
manhood engaged at work tbere, and al-
though the temperature is high they all
appear to be in excellent bealth and, in
faet, it seems to be one of the healthiest
localiites T have visited, in spite of the
summer temperature being almost nnhear-
ahle. The Government need not have any
apprehension that the line which is
rapidly approaching completion will
not pay; on the contrary I be-
lieve it will pay handsomely, and
will be the means of opening up
another place which alse has great
mining possibilities, and that is Nullagine.
I am at a loss to appreciate some of the
remarks whieh have been made with re-
ference to the likelihood of the over-pro-
doction of wheat, I think the object of
the hon. member who gave utterance to
this remark was not to encourage people
too mueh to go in for wheat, because of
the fear that in developing their land they
may find that at the end of a harvest they
have made a loss instead of a profit. At
the same time, the amount of wheat pro-
duced here would seareely affect the Euro-
pean or the world’s markets, My friend
was referring to the wheat production in
foreign parts where it is in excess of the
demand: but that is an open question, as
a good deal depends upon market opera-
tions which reguiate the priees. I should
like, if it would net be trespassing too
much upon the time of members, to refer
to a sobject which has given me a great
deal of worry, and that is, what we are
to do with our immense coast line along
the Northern part of the State where we
have a belt of rich alluvial soil whieh witl
grow anything that the elimate will allow.
That soil is simply reeking with organie-
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matter, but there lurks a danger behind it
when it is turned over and the tropieal
snn beats npon it. Throughout the length
of that coast line I do not know whether
a white man has attempted to cultivate
anything of a tropical nature. That is sig-
nifieant on the face of it, and it seems to
me to bear out the faet that along that
coast where the country is low lying and
where the atmosphere is humid, and tre-
pical econditions prevail, it is not the place
for a white man, Inside on the table land,
however, where you go into the purer air
of heaven a different condition altogether
prevails and the white man can work
there. But on the coast liue, as a rule,
if he fries to work there he is bound Lo
wet malaria. Why should we run the risk
of sending our white brothers to such a
fate as that? Suppose it were possible to
economically and physieally get the white
man to work Lhere, I see another difficully
staring us in the face. If you produce an
article in the tropies it must come into
competition with a similar article grown
elsewhere by cheap labour. If you pay
10s. a day for white labour in our tropieal
parts, how is it possible to compete wilh
tropieally-grown produets which come
from places where men are paid 10s. a
month? That, to my mind, is a strong
argument against the economical possi-
hility of developing our coast line with
white lahour.

Hon. J. }. Dodd: The customs dnties
would prevent these products from eom-
ng in,

Hon. R. W. PEXNEFATHER: The
eustoms duties would not help you in the
least when the disparity in the wages is
so great.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: It was said that
sugar eould not be grown hy white labour
in Queensland.

Hon. R. W. PENXXEFATHER: Yes;
and what are they doing now; they are
charging us £8 a ton more for it. It
vou do that with every product you will
have the people in sueh a condition that
they will soon kick against it. If you
grow these producis with cheap labour in
nther couniries, labour which is paid
for at the rate of 10s. a month, how ean
vou possibly compete against such a
thing with white lahour. The produets

[COUNCIL.)

grown by this cheaper labour could pay
any duty and then find their way in.
There is another aspect that I would re-
fer to in connection with the guestion of
coloured labour. The Commonwealth
have taken over a portion of New Guinea,
and I leayn that in Papua there are
800,000 coloured men. If these coloured
men are treated as Commonwealth sub-
Jeets then they have a perfeet right to
roam over the Commonwealth, and I do
not see any Conslitutional law which will
stop them. This, then, might solve the
question of coloured labour on the coast,
but I view with Lhorror the idea of mixing
the two races. Any man with eommon-
sense nust know that it is most suieidal
to do a Lhing like that, but we might
utilise this labour under restrictions simi-
lar to thuse which are immposed upon the
men  engaged in pearling in Broome,
where they are compelled to return after
three vears, and when a fresh lot are
brought back. With regard to the coast-
line where eoioured labour would have to
be employed, it might be employed with
restrictions such as these. Manv men
ran away with the idea that we all want
an abselutely white Australia. So we
do, bnt at the same time are we going
to leave a coastline, some 2,000 miles in
extenl, a mere waste and open to anyone
v seitle on?  1f yon take away from that
coast line a few towns like Wyndham,
Derby, Broome, Hedland, Cossack. and
Carnarvon, we have 2,000 miles remaining
where, perhaps, not more than 10 white
men exist, I sincerely hope that this
question, which does not affeet hon. mem-
bers in this Chamber exeept indirectly,
will be brought significanily under notice
in the proper quarter by our Gevernment,
with the view of securing a relaxation of
some of the regulations affecting the em-
ployment of colonred labour where it is
essential that it sliould be employved. The
Commonwealth Government have ad-
mitted coloured labour in econmection with
pearling, but have imposed restrictions
which are annoying to those engaged in
the industry. If a boat is desiroyed or
lost in a tempest, a pearier is allowed to
transfer his labour to a new boat, but
not so to an old boat. I seems a very

queer law, and is giving a lot of trouble
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up at Broome. Representations have
been made to the proper authorities about
this matter, but at present the difficulty
still remains. 1 will not oceupy the at-
tention of the House any longer, for I
know there are other speakers to follow.

Hon. R. LAURIE (West): It was not

my intention to take part in this debate,
but there are one or two matters {o whick
I wish to draw attention. Before doing
s0, I desire like other members to offer
my congratulations te yom, Sir, on your
re-appointment to the high office yon have
so worthily filled for some years past.
Some of my friends representing agri-
eultural - districts—and particularly Mr.
Hamersley, who is not here just now—
appear to me to have taken up a peculiar
attitude towards the Government over
the erection of grain sheds at Fremantle.
The Government are about to spend some
£50,000 or £60,000 on that work to fur-
ther the interests of the agricultural in-
dustry, and I do not think Mr. Hamers-
ley’s atbitude is a fair one. This ques-
tion of wheat handling. has given people
a great deal of thought, not only in the
Eastern States, but all over the world.
One of the firsi things those eonnected
with the industry should study is as to
whether wheat can be carried in bulk
from here to the home markets. The
expense here would be great. There is
the building of railway trucks for the
transport of wheat. Then there is the
provision of the elevators at eonsiderable
cost. We know that throughout Canada
" they have. those means of handling
wheat, and no doubt the necessity for
cheap handling of wheat will absclutely
force the Government to seek the most
modern methods. But I think a little
study on the pavt of those connected
with the industry will tend to show that
the Government of the State are well-
advised not to spend a lot of money until
they are quite sure of the result. There
is this again: Lthe steamers to be em-
ployed would require very great altera-
tions as demanded by the Board of
Trade for the safetx of those who sail in
those vessels. Because, when wheat is
carried in bulk and not properly trim-
med it means very grave dauger to human
life, and the Board of Trade have de-
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vised some drastic restrictions on the
carriage of wheat in bulk. We all know
that shipping companies the world over
are prepared to do business that is pro-
fituble; but in this ease it requires very
great and costly alteration to make the
ships suitable. I ecommend the Govern-
ment for what they have done, and I
trust they will not stop there; because
ithe building they are putting up eould
easily be converted to the system of
elevators when necessary. Then, again,
there is still a diversity of opinion as to
whether wheai can be carried from Aus-
tralia home in bulk, although so far,
the weight of opinion seems to be in the
affirmative. Ixperiment has been made,
and it has been shown that it means a
considerable saving in handling charges.
The present (fovernment, who have given
so much attention to agriculture, will
probably see their way clear in due course
to erect the elevators so necessary to a
reduction in the cost of handling. Mr.
Kirwan has called attention to the neces-
sity for being careful not to bestow too
much attention on the growing of wheat
alone., A little thoughtful eonsideration
would have shown Mr. Kirwan and Mr.
Gawler—who in this respeet was the first
to raise the ery of eantion in this Honse—
that the Government have encouraged in
every way the grazing of stock in the
South-Wesl and other distriets, and
have done everything possible to foster
mixed farming. I koow the numbers of
sheep that have been imported inta this
country by the Government, and ihe num-
bers also that have been brought from our
Northern districts for our small farmers
in the South-West. The Government
have heen specially careful to enconrage
the raising of sheep and other stoek. A
question was raised by Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom as Lo the Agent General’s office
in London, and I find Mr. MeKenzie mak-
ing complaint in respect to the manare-
ment of that office. I was there three
vears ago, and while in London I was very
mueh in and out of the office. I do not
wish fo resent Mr. McKenzie's eomplaint,
because if he sees any reason for com-
plaint he has every right to ventilate it.
But when a complaijnt is made against a
person not in a position to reply, and any
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member can conscientionsly defend that
person, I think it is his duly fo do se.

Hon. R. D. McEenzie: 1 was not com-
plaining of individuals, but of the meth-
ods employed.

Hon. R. LAURIE: Mr. McKenzie has
complained of the methods employed.
Twelve months age a member of the Op-
position in another place weni home, and
I amn pleased to say that on his return
that gentleman got up in another place
and justified the way in which the officers
of the Immigration Department looked
after their work and saw that only pro-
per persons were sent out here. We know
that in all businesses nistakes will hap-
pen; but this member of another place
not only testified in that place to the ex-
cellent way in which the work was being
carried out in London, but he did the same
in the Trades Hall at Fremantle. I only
mention this matter because while I was
in London 1 was impressed with the belief
that these gentlemen at home were doing
very good work. I do not [ike to hear
critieised the methods of an office which I
consider is very well conducted —leastways
I think that criticism should not be allowed
to go without challenge when there is one
here who has recognised the good work
heing done. Another subject I would like
to touch upon is that of the Fire Brigades
Act passed last year. Very few people
suspected that its effects would bhave been
so far-reaching. I have a statement from
the secretary of a roads board in my dis-
triet containing 12186 acrves. It is a
question whether the fire brigade could
possibly get around such a distriet in
time to lend material assistanee in the
case 0f a fire. The boundaries of the
hoard include Bicton, Palmyra. Apple-
cross and Bull’s Creek. ‘With a very small
revenue that board have to pay £102 17s,
7d. for the upkeep of the fire brigade.

The Colonial Secretary: They should
have applied for exemption. They have
not done so.

Hoon. R. LAURIE: It is all very well
for one with the knowledge of the Minis-
ter to say that they should have applied
for exemption; but we all know perfectly
well that the secretary of a roads board
has not such knowledge, and in econse-

- ber of the board.
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quence he waits until the account comes
in, when he at onee takes the proper
course to have the matter rectified, namely
by calling public attention to it. I have
now called to it the attention of the Minis-
ter, aud of Mr. McKenzie, who is a mem-
It may have some
effect, and serve to rectify a grave in-
Jjustice.  Every house in that district
has to pay €1 2s. per annum for fire
brigade service, and I say I doubt if
there would be a possible chance
of ecalling the brigade to give any
assistance at all. The £1 2s. would in-
sure every house in the district. T frusi
that if the application for exemption be
made the board will get the benefit of it.

Hon. R. D, McKenzie: Give us the
other side of the ease. What about Fre-
mantle? :

Hon. B. LATRIE: We all know what
happened at Fremantle the other day
when a writ was about fo be issned upon
them. Evidently the wmunicipal authori-
ties of Fremantle are not satisfied.

Hon. R. D. MecKenzie: They are get-
ting an expenditure of £3,500, and their
contribution is only £800.

Hon, R. LAURIE: However, I refer,
not to a prosperons town like Fremantle,
but to a roads board district.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: I admit there
are some hard cases.

BEon. R. LATRIE: T am satisfied to
leave the case in the hands of the hon.
member. I do not wish to delay the
House longer, T am convinced that we
have a prosperous season in frent of us
with, perhaps, double the quantity of
wheat that we had last vear. It means
that this part of the eountry is going to
aain something from that prosperity, and
I am satisfied we have a very hright fu-
ture. The Government have done, and
still are doing much. Sir Edward Wit-
tencom and Mr. Pennefather have called
attention to the North-West. The Gov-
ernment have put up lighthouses and
done evervthing possible for shipping. and
perhaps in their wisdom they may see
fit to extend the jetty at Broome into
deeper water. I know if it is done it will
mean a great saving of time. I hope
also the Government will be able to do

something at Port Hedland so as to make
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the harbour fit for ships to go in and out
at any time. [ am afraid, however, it
will be too costly at the present time, but
the Colonial Secretary has been there
and, if the Government are able to do if,
probably the money will be provided.

The COLONYATL SECRETARY (Hen.
J. D. Connolly): I feel in having to re-
Ply at this late hour to this long debate I
am apt to weary the House, and T am
certainly at a decided disadvantage; but
at the visk of wearyving the House, in
aorder to save members assembling next
week, T shall make some remarks. I
would not have done so had 1 not been
occupying the position that I do as ve-
presenting the Government, but as the
Teader of the House it is necessary that
I should make a few remarks and
reply to some of the ulterances of
hon. members. The Speech IHis Excel-
lency has delivered is, as has been ve-
marked by many members. a very com-
prehensive one, and it is so because it
¢omes at a time when the Government
have heen in office some four years, suffi-
eient time tn enable them to carry out
most of their programme. The most
gratifying featnre in the Speech is the
reference made to the very satisfactory
state of our finances this year, We are
in the bappy position of having a surplus
of revenue over expenditure, the first
financial surplus for six vears. With all
due modesty I elaim that if is to a large
extent, indeed entirelv, owing to the
efforts of the Government, to the policy of
opening np the conntry and assisting the
primary industries by the establishment
af publie works and railways in partien-
Inr. When we refer to the amount of
land taken up last year. as set ont in the
Speech, 1,400,000 aeres under conditional
purchase conditions, and 230.000 in home-
stend farms, and when we see that
2.G00,000 acres have heen surveyed, it
constitutes an admirable record of the
work of the TLands Department, a record
not only for Western Australia, but, 1
venture to say, for any other State of the
Commonwealth, probably for any country
in the world. Baut the surplus is not
snlely  brought abont hy that poliey,
bt partly as the result of four
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vears’ strenuous efforts on the part of
every individual Minister constituting the
Government. When we took office it was
not a popular time to take office, for
there had been a deficit for a number of
vears and there was every probability of
deficits continning for several years. We
took office in the face of a falling revenue
in customs and excise, which meant of
conrse that we had to face the music of
imposing taxation; and any Government
that has to impose direct taxation need
not look to be a popular Government.
Nevertheless we faced the position. First
we imposed taxation, and eaeh Minister
gave close attention to lis office so0 ay to
keep down expenditure in every possible
direction. I do not wish to go into details
at this late hour as to how that economy
has been effected, but it will be suffictent
if 1 give a few ficures in connection with
the depariment [ control. 1f is one in
which it is not easy to econonise; but
nevertheless, despite the fael thalt some
£41,000 was spent last year on charities,
harbonr and light, lunaey. ahorigines, and
nmedieal more than was spent in 19035-6, the
vear hefore we took office, there has been
£7,000 less expenditure than there was in
10803-6. 'There have been decreases since
that year in such departments as gaols,
£4,400, and police, £10,000, and there has
heen a decrense in hospital expenditure of
some £14,000, while there has heen an
increase of £4,700 in revenne in medieal
and health, making a total of £19,000
between 1909-10 and 1905-G6. In un-
dertaking to make these economies we
quite recognised. myself in particular,
that we were not adopting a popular
course. vet it had to be faced. T recog-
uiged that in eutting down votes sneh as
hospitals, it was not a popular propasal;
at the same time T was pepared to do my
duty and to do what 1 eould to help the
Government to meet the falling vevenue
and to make ends meet. I say without
fear of contradiction that, notwithstand-
ing there has been a sum of €10.000 per
year saved in the police foree, it is just
as humerous—if is a little more so--and
just as efficient as it was before. There
has been a saving hetween 1905-6 and
1909-10 in the Medical and Health De-
partments of £19,000; and agzain there
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I say without fear of contradiction that
there is not one person who should have
received treatment from the Medieal or
Health Departments, that is in the hospi-
tals, has gone withont that medical treat-
ment,

Hon. B. C. O'Brien: But it has been
hard on the subseribers to the hospitals,
They have not fared so well.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: There
was a system of imposition on the hospi-
tals which was growing up year by year,
and no Minister would tackle it until I
did. After T had been in office a few
years I was quite satisfied I was on the
right track, and I had no hesitation in
tackling the task to such an extent that
I made a veduction of £16,000 in one
year; and I did it in the face of severe
eriticism, and T say now there is not a
person during last year who should have
received treatment who was, through the
economy I effected, turned away from any
hospital. That is ouly a sample of the
work Ministers have had to face during
the past four years. After four years
experience I am quite convineed that it is
very foolish to change Ministries any
oftener than is neeessary. Naturally
when a Minister first goes nto office it
takes him some time before be is satisfied
that ecertain things can be done. Of
course he must be under the guidance, to
a great extent, of the permanent officials;
but when he has been a couple of years
in office. if he has made n close study of
his work, as Ministers of this Government
have done, he should be in a position to
take a strong hand and say what can and
what eannot be done. That is the posi-
tion taken up by the preseni Government
and the result is, as you know, that to-day
for the firet time for some six years a sur-
plus is shown in the financial position of
the State. T elaim with all modesty that the
credit of that state of affairs goes to the
Government, for Ministers, one and all,
devoted their time—TI venture to say more
time than has ever heen devoted hitherto
—to the details of the working of their
departments. The good result in the
finaneial position of the State will prove
of enormous benefit to the eountry. In re-
eard te a question upon which there has
been a good deal said, and which is pro-
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minently mentioned in the Speech, that
of immigration, I desire to take this op-
portunity of paying a tribute to the very
hard work, the grand work, the Premier
did for this State during his visit to the
old country. YWhen he left here he was
not enjoying the very best of health,
and he went away as mueh for a
change as anything else; but I am
afraid he did not study himself, but
worked even harder while in England
than he did here. However, it was all io
the great benefit of this ¢onntry. Dur-
ing his stay in England the Premier gave
the immigration policy of the Govern-
ment a great fillip, and the result is that
we are receiving an inereased number of
immigrants by every Orient boat since
his visit, In order to encourage and
further assist Lowigration it has been
decided to ereate a separate department
of immigration under the Colonial See-
retary. That has been put into force
this week. It has also been decided to
add to that braneh a tourists’ agency.
This is not, one might say, a tourist’s
country in the same sense as, perhaps,
New Zealand is, but we have in this
State many very nice pleasure resorts
which ean be opened up and whieh we
might be able to induce people to visit.
It must be remembered that we have a
constant stream of people passing to and
from the old eountry, and if we can or-
zanise a department to offer these people
facilities to stay here, to say to them
that if they stay here for a while we
can show them such and such interest-
ing places at sueh and such a cost, the
chances are that we shall get the people
to tour the country. If this result is
achieved the eountry will not be the loser.
For that reason the tourist agency has
heen added to the Departmeut of Immi-
grafion,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: What will the
tourist ageneyv eost?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
cost will not be very great. The printing
will probably come to a couple of hun-
dred pounds a vear, while there will be
one officer in addition to the ordinary
elerks in the Immigration office.  The
total expenditure should not be more
than £300 or £600 a year for a hegin-
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ning. T am sure that even by the end
of the first year a direet profit will be
shown, because on issuing coupons and
organising tours there is always a com-
mission given, which goes to the credit
of the department. We have taken over
the (Caves Board, and the tours in eon-
neefion therewith will in  futuve be
worked by the department. In the issu-
ing of coupons and organising the tours
last year a profit of several hundreds of
pounds was made. It can, therefore, be
well understood that there will be suffi-
cient dircet profit to meet the extra cost;
while the indireet profit, by means of the
traffic on the railways and by people
being hronght here and shown our re-
sources, will be very considerable. With
regard to immigrants, it has been said
in another place and published in the
Press, that we are bringing people here
who are undesirable and for whom there
is no room. Sueh is not the ease, If we
turn to the returns of our Labour Burean
we find that in March last for country
work some 600 men were wanted but
only 288 were available. For the next
month there were 373 wanted and only
265 were available.

Hon. J. E. Dodd:
wages?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
wages are published side by side with
‘the applications; they were of the very
best, ranging from 23s. a week to £2 a
week for farm labourers, with board, or
8s., 9s,, 10s., and in one or two instances
11s. a day to men for elearing. There is
no fauit to find with the wages. TIn June
300 men were wanted and only 264 were
available; while in July, the month just
clozed, 265 were wanted and only 218
were available. YWhen one remembers
that July falls in the depth of winter and
that there is nothing much doing in the
comntry in that month it is surprising
that as many as 265 men were wanted in
the country and that anly 218 were avail-
able. That shows the absolute necessity
for doing evervthing we can, for the sake
of the settlement of the land, to see
that as many snitable immigranis as
possible are brought in, as the demand
for labour will inerease very consider-
ably in the country during the spring

What were the
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months, I am only speaking now of
country labour, but in addition te that
a great number of men were found work
in the towns. However, I can confine my
vémarks to ihe country labour, for the
policy of the Government has been only
te indunee the farm labourers and the
domestic servant. Me. Dodd interjected
to-night that there was no need to assist
the farm labourer as if we brought the
farmer heve the farra labounrer would
soon follow. I do noi agree with that.
Surely il 'we assist to settle people on the
land we must do all we possibly can le
give them the necessary labour, more
particularly when they are willing to
pay the very best wages. There is no
diffieulty whatever for these men to ob-
tain employment.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: You mistook my
meaning; I was referring to Mr. Wild-
ing’s staiement that there was no need
to assist any other kind of labour.

The COLONIATL SECRETARY: There
has been no class of labour assisted ex-
cept the farm iabourer. Something has
been said about dissatisfied immigrants.
During the last 12 meonths 2,000 immi-
grants have been assisted, and [ would
ask members whether they have heard of
20 dissatisfied immigrants. That would
only be one per cent. If one were to
seleet 2,000 persons in the old country to
work would one be dissatisfied if out
of that large number 20 did not
turn out as well as was expected?
But there is just this difference in this
country. While in Canada everyone
seems to try and help the immigration
policy, in Western Australia there ap-
pears to be a desire on the part of cer-
tain people and even members of Parlia-
ment. T regret to say, when dissatisfied
immigrants appear, instead of trying to
make them satisfied, pleasure 15 taken
in making public the fact that these men
are dissatisfied. Then fheir cases are
taken up by the Press in the Eastern
States and the old eountry, and that
kind of thing, of eourse, retards our
efforts considerably.

Hon. B. C. O’Brien: Can the Minister
give any idea of what immigration cost
during the last 12 months?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
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report of the Immigration Department
will be laid on the Table of the House
shortly, and I think the hon. member will
find the information he wants in that.
Hon. J. W. Kirwan: I notice that the
excess of arrivals over departures, acecord-
ing to the statisties in 1909, was 1,100,
The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
More assisted jmmigrants than that came
in. What T wish to say is that the condi-
tions under which iwmigrants have to
work are very different from what they
were years ago when the bulk of the
population came to Australia from over-
sea. At the present time if a man ean-
not get just exactly the position that he
wants, und at the shortest notice, there is
immediately a ery that the immigration
policy is wrongz., With rezard to another
matter mentioned in the Speech—the
freezing works at Wyndham—1I am quite
aware of the difficulties concerning the
water supply. Of eowrse, it iz not to be
supposed that these works will be put
there until such a diffienlty has been over-
come and a permanent water supply has
been obteined. The main thing, how-
ever, is fo put them somewhere. 3.
Drew in speaking criticised the proposed
works and thonght that the wealthy pas-
toralists should constroet them. But T
would point out that the freezing works
are not for the wealthy pastoralists
‘at all. Tt is probably unknown to a great
many members that a wmajority of the
pastoralists in the Kimberlexs are not
wealthy men, but small and poor pastoral-
ists. At the present time they are stand-
ing still, their holdings are not produeing
anything, their catlle are unsaleable, the
market is Timited, and the supply of meat
from the far North is entirely in the
hands of {wo or three big firms.
Hon, W, Kingsmill: And they are
controlled by the shipping companies.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
is so. T know of my own knowledge of
dozens of small squatters in the Kimber-
levs who own from 10,000 to 20,000 head
of cattle and who have not been able to
sell during the Iast vear or two suffi-

cient io pay working expenses on
their siations. I know of other in-
stances where they lhave small over-
drafts, and although they bhave
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10,000 or 15,000 head of cattle
they have wnot Tbeen able to
sell enough to pay interest on their
small overdrafts. The freezing works
will be a boon to these people, be-
cause they will be able to take their
bullocks there. There will be another
advantage. A great proportion of the
Kimberleys is not settled at all.
There is beautiful pastoral country there,
but theve is no indueement, for the reason
I bave mentioned. to setile that eouniry.
If there is a markel for the small man
that country will be taken up and it will
bring revenue to the State in the shape
of rents from the holdings. At the pre-
gent time it would be madness to take
up areas there because there is no mar-
ket for the stock. The Government, be-
coming alive tu these facts, were in-
duced to ereet freezing works at Wynd-
bam. or at some other snitable place in that
part of the Stale. I might mention that
the Governmen( have made a departure
in the way of cattle stations; they are
{rving. an experiment, and one that I
hope will prove sueeessful. The proiee-
tion and the care of the natives in this
State comes under my control at the pre-
sent time. There has been a good deal of
money¥ spent on the natives. and not-
withstanding that. there has followed a
great amount of trouble hetween the
squaiters on the Kimberleys and the
aborigines., especially as the result of the
latter spearing ecailtle. We find all the
gaols in the far North are crowded with
natives convicted principally of the
erime of cattle spearing. The Govern-
ment decided. after giving the questipn
great consideration, to try an experiment.
They have purchased at Nicholson’s
Range, some 23 miles east of Hall’s
Creek. three small stations which hold
about 10,000 headl of eattle. and it is in-
tended to work those stations for the
benefit of the natives only. The cost of
working them will be small, and all the
natives around will he allnwed to go on
the station and live there, and while suffi-
cient meat will be killed for their re-
yuirements, the surplus fat bullocks will
be sold. Vegetables will also be grown
at this place suflicient for the parpose of
ithe natives.
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Hon, W. Kingsmill :
‘these natives travelling
in motor cars soon.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
the natives can get an idea that the
station is their own, it will, I hope, in
time prevent further spearing of cattle
which belong to the pastoralists.

Hon. B. C. O'Brien: The different
tribes will not fraternise.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: It
is intended to take young cattle from
these three stations and go out into
-other country and open up other stations
for the same purpose. This will not
only reduce the cost of the maintenance
of the gaols, and the cost of the police
force, but will help to open up and
civilise and settle this far Northern
country. It is an experiment, and one
that I think will be very satisfactory,
both in the way of reducing the cost
of the upkeep of our geols, and in the
better treatment of the natives. If
the experiment does not prove sucecessful
there will be no loss to the Government,
hecatuse the stations have been bought
at e ridiculously low price. Only 30s.
per head has been paid for the bullocks,
and all the station equipment has been
given in, so that when the freezing
works are built the cattle will be worth
the money paid for them, and if the
experiment should prove a failure, the
cattle can be sold and no loss will be
made, During the recess I paid a visit
to the North-West, going as far as Derby.
I went purely on departmental business
to look into the care and protection
of the aborigines, and also to open some
neW lighthouses, and generally look
into the affairs coming directly under
the control of the Colonial Secretary.
My friend, Captain Laurie, touched
on a matter that I would like to say a
few words about, that is the erection
of grain sheds at Fremantle. There
has been a good deal said during this
debate with regard to the question of
whether the Government were wige in
allowing the Harbour Trust to build
those grain sheds. Although Mr. Hamers-
ley, who is & wheat farmer, talked very
glibly in regard to the shipment of wheat
in bulk, it is a very big question indeed.

You will have
round Perth
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It ia a question that probably, as Mr.
Laurie says, will come about in time ;
but there is & very big expenditure
involved, and & great deal of consideration
required.

Hon. W. Kingsmill :
the farmer.

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY: To
do the thing properly you must begin
right at the farms. The farmer has
to get a particular wagon in which
to cart his bulk wheat to the train,
and elevators must bhe provided at every
siding, while special rolling stock will
require to be built for the traffic: on
top of which, of course, we must have
elevators at the ship. Then, as if that
were not sufficient, we want a special
ship to carry the grain. Al this had
consideration by myselfl in conjunc.
tion with the Harbour Trust before
anything was decided upon. The point
that had to be faced was this: It was
not & method to be adopted straight
off, but one more likely to be adopted,
if at all, during the next five or six years.
‘We had to ship 50,000 tons of wheat and,
next year it is estimated that the
quantity will be considerably over 100,000
tons. There was barely time to make
any provision for the handling of that
wheat, and, therefore, the sheds sand
handling appliances had to be gone
on with at once, and there was no time
to go into the question of whether or
not the wheat should be handled in
bulk. But even if, after a lapse of four
or five years, it be decided to ship wheat
in bulk, very little of the expense incurred
at North Fremantle will be Jost. And
in any case, even if the bulk method
were to be resolved upon, probably for
the next 10 years its adoption wonld
only be partial. Take the Argentine
to-day: There the greater part of the
wheat is brought down to the ships
in bags and is taken from the bags and
put into the ships in bulk. Xow if that
system were adopted in Western Australia
the present shed and handling appliances
would bhe required just as much as they
are to-dsy. In order to show the
difficulties surrounding this question I
may mention that in South Australia
a Royal Comunission sat for 20 months

Yes, even for
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considering the matter. And this is
the summary of the Commission’s report—
Among the advantages claimed
for the system of bulk handling are :—
{¢) Saving in the uwse of bags; (b)
cheaper hsndling bhetween the farm
and the export wharf; {(c) expeditious
loading of boats and cheaper sea
freights ; (d) expeditious use of rail-
way rolling stock ; (e) higher prices
through grading and better cleaning.
The principal objections urged against
the adopting of the system are:—(a)
Lts great initial cost; (b) Unsuitability
of vessels now used for carrying wheat;
{¢) Uncertainty as to whether the grain
will carry satisfactorily in bulk from
Australia.
That is the point. As Mr. Laurie has
said, it is not at all certain that wheat
can be carried satisfactorily in bulk
from Australia to the home markets.
The report continues—
(@) Insufficient gquantity exported
. to  justify the installation of the
gystemn ; (e} the hostile attitude of
shippers ; (f) the limited number of
foreign ports possessing facilities for
handling wheat in bulk. After a
careful review of the pros and cons
your Commissioners feel that, while
the case for the adoption of the bulk
handling system is strong, they would
not be justified in recommending its
installation forthwith. The unfriendly
attitude of the wheat shippers, the
fact that the securing of an adequate
shipping provision would take a con.
siderable time, and the need for com-
pletely demonstrating that the ques-
tions of insurance, conveyance on the
ocean, condition of the grain, rates
of sea freight, delivery at the other
end, and the price obtainable for
pgraded wheat, present no substantial
diffienlty, convince us that the time
is not vet ripe for a full institution
of bulk handling methods.
That was the finding of a Royal Com-
mission sitting in South Australia for
20 months. I only mention it to bring
before- hon. members the difficulties
to be met in considering this question.
It is a very big problemn indeed, and one
that I notice has been touched upon
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in the Press by correspondents: who
are prepared to deal with it in a very
few lines. I simply make these remarks
in explanation of the Government’s
action in having these whest sheds
built at North Fremantle. In regard
to the mining industry I notice certain
hon. members, principally Mr. Brimage,.
inferring that the Government are not
dealing fairly by the goldfields and the:
gold mining industry. Mr, Brimage
went on to say that he was not at alli
jealous of the attention being given
t0 the agricultural industry; but 1
think, aslthough he may have been
unconscious of it, there was an element
of jealousy in his feelings. Nothing
has been said to show that the Govern.
ment have altered their attitude towards
the goldfields, or that the gold mining
industry is treated any worse to-day
than iz has been during the past 10 years.
Principally in the development of gold.
fields come railways and water supplies.
In regard to railways the Government
certainly cannot be accused of mnot-
attending to the requirements of the
goldfields. The railways constructed and
under construction by the Moore Govern--
ment total 733 miles, of which the
goldfields railways agpgregate 373 miles
at a cost of £662,000. Those in other-
parts of the State have a length of 360
miles, or 13 miles less than those of the
goldfields, while the ecost has been
£623,000, or £40,000 less than the amount
spent on the pgoldfields lines. There
have been the Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe,
the Coolgardie-Norseman, the Mount
Magnet-Sandstone, the Port Hedland-
Marble Bar, and the Nannine-Meekatharra
railways constructed by the Moore Gov-
ernment in furtherance of a policy of
developing the mining industry—surely
not & bad record. It will be seen that
whatever may be said in regard to-.
assistance given to agriculture and the-
building of agricultural railways, just
as much has been done for the goldfields
during the last four years. Then again
in regard to water supply. One member -
was rather severe in his eriticism in regard
to the treatment of the poldfields in
reference to water supply. I find that
last year there was £30,000 spent on.
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the goldfields on water supply, and that
since 1901 the expenditure on water
supply on the goldfields has been £248,000,
Hon. W. TKingsmill : Apart from
the Goldfields Water Supply ?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
am glad the hon. member has reminded
me. I am leaving out of account
altogether the Goldfields Water Supply.
When I mention £30,000 it is covered
entirely by dems, wells, etcetera through-
out the goldfields, apart altogether from
the Goldfields Water Supply ; and the
£248,000 has been spent on the gold.
fields in the development of water
supplies. Interest and working expenses
on that sum would represent £189,000,
.and the revenue received was only
£92,000, showing a net loss of £07,000
on water supplies for the goldfields,
-on the expenditure provided from the
vote for the development of goldfields.

-Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Can you give
. any estimate of the revenue derived
from the goldfields as compared with the
rest of the State during that period ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : No;
I am not prepared at the moment to
.give the total revenue ; I am pointing
out the amount spent on water supplies
and assisting new goldfields. Notwith-
standing there has been a deficiency

-of £597,000 no reasonable request has
been refused, and this _is clearly
shown by the fact that £30,000
was spent last year in this direction.
Now the country from Ravensthorpe,
Norsernan, and Southern Cross right up
to Sandstone and including the outside
- digtricts like Mulline has been con.
nected up with water supplies, such as
wells and dams, This is a sufficient
reply to hon. members who have stated
that nothing is done for the prospector.
Again, at the latest discovery at Tanaimi,
wells have been put down between there
-and Hall’'s Creek, so that il that gold-
field develops, though it is in South
Australia, Western Australia will get
the benefit of the trade. Speaking of
"Tonami I am rather reminded of a
remark made by Mr. Kingsmill to-night
which is very true. Mr. Brimage in
.speaking of the goldfields always seems
.0 think that anything not done on the
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Eastern Goldfields is not done for the
mining industry. Surely other goldfields
are entitled to some consideration as well
as the Eastern Goldfields ?

Hon. J. W. Kirwan : The hon. member
is not here to defend a statement of
that kind.

Hon. W. Kingsmill : It is & very wise
remark made generally, I think.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: I certainly
think it is not a proper representation
of the hon. member's views.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY : Again,
every facility is offered by the Minister
for Mines for cheap crushing. Also
in regard to assisting the prospector,
we find that the prospector can hold
18 acres for 18 months without paying
any rent. In no other part of Australia
is a prospector treated in that way.
It is to the credit of Mr. Gregory, the
present Minister, that he brought in
this systemn of free prospecting areas,
of which 845 are held representing an
area of 12,465 acres without any rent
ever being asked or paid for them. Again
where public batteries are not available
thirty privete batteries are subsidised,
and at these batteries 30,000 tons of ore
were ¢rushed last year at a cost to tho
State of ls. 53d. per ton. By the end
of 1909 there were 35 State mills, and
since then batteries have been provided
at Marble Bar and Mt. Sir Samuel
The capital cost of the State mills has
been £282,000. The receipts from the
State plants have amounted to £695,634
and the expenditure to £727,857, showing
a deficiency of £32,223. These mills
have crushed since their inception 733,000
tons of ore for 764,000 ozs. of gold, or
over an ounce of gold to the ton, and
heving a value of £3,283,119. That is
money produced in the State and assist-
tance given to the prospector that will
bear favourable comparison to that
given in any part of the world. T point
this out merely in justice to the Govern-
ment and in justice to myself as repre-
sentative of a goldfields province when
it has been said that nothing has been
done for the mining industry.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: No one said
that nothing had been done.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
do not say that ; but, rather by inference
than by direct statement, certain mem-
bers would have us believe that the
mining industry was not receiving fair
treatment at the present time. Now,
in regard to the crushing charges, the
hon. member said that the crushing
charges were something like 10s. per ton.
Taking last month’s statement of the
public batteries operations during June,
I find that the crushing at the Menzies
publir battery cost 5s. 2d. and thet
the department’s charges to the cus-
tomers were 8s. 2d. Let me say that
minst of the batteries erush by the hour.
and if they get the quantity of stone
they can crush a great deal cheaper
then if they are only kept going a third
of their capacity which, unfortunately,
they have only been doing lately. I do
not wish to go any further into this
matter. I think T have said sufficient
to show that everything possible has been
done for the prospector, and in the
future everything possible will be
done for him. I think, however,
credit ought to be given to the Govern-
ment that this assistance is given. If
we take these public batteries we find
the amount spent on them to the end
of 1909 was £275,000. Interest on that
amount is £86,000, and the losses in
working and interest amount to £105,000.
If we add depreeiation, which is £152,000,
it shows & loss of £275,000. TI we wish
to inake interest on that money we
would have to increase the crushing
charge by 2s. 6d. a ton; that would repre-
sent £86,000. The hatteries, however, are
not asked to make interest, so the crush.
ing charge is kept down by 2s. 6d. a ton.
In other words it is £86,000 in assistance
to the prospector to erush his ore cheaply.
Let me say again the assistance given
to prospectors by the present Govern-
ment will compare favourably with the
asgistance given in any other part of
the world. T know, unfortunately, that
to-day mining in Western Australia is
not fashionable, and because it is not
and capital is not flowing in people are
apt to blame the Government for not
giving  assistance. Tt i8 not possible
fur any more assistance to be given

[COUNCIL.]

to the mining industry than the Gov-
ernment are giving it now. Ten or
twelve years ago mining, so far as Western
Australia was concerned, was very fash-
ionable, for a large amount of capital for
mines floated in, and whether the mine
was & good one or not no difficulty was
experienced in getting it floated. As a
matter of fact sometimes too much
capital came in, for the people who put
money in did not even question the
value of the properties in which their
money was invested. Now, however,
that capital has ceased to flow. This
is not due to any neglect on the part of
the Government, or to any want of
assistance given to the industry by
them. Another rather peculiar state-
ment made during the debate was in
regard to the School of Mines at Kal-
goorlie being under the control of the
Mines Department. If there is one thing
goldfields members should rejoice in
it is the fact that the School of Mines is
under the direct control of that Depart-
ment. What would happen il it were
under the Education Department, as
the hon. member suggested ¥ The result
would undoubtedly be that in time the
School of Mines, would become
more or less a technical schocl. The
Mines Department., however. have control
of a School of Mines which is of the
greatest henefit to Kalgoorlie and to
the mining industry generally. Surely
for having adopted this course the
Government should receive praise from
a pgoldfields member rather than con-
demnation. With regard to the question
of assisting the prospectors we find that
under the Mines Development Act there
has been no less & sum than £1,450,000
spent on the development of the gold-
fields out of Loan votes alone. not to
speak of assistance given to prospectors
under the Mines Development Vote.
Hon. J. W. Kirwan : Does the Colonial
Secretary consider that & paragraph
of six lnes in the Governor's Speech is
doing justice to the big mining industry ?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
the member looks at the Speech he
will find that more than six lines are
devoted to the subject, but no amount
of space devoted in the Speech to the
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industry will assist it. What is con-
tained in the Speech is principally the
programme of work to be carried out
during the session. It is no argument
that because one-hali, one-third, or
one-fourth of the Speech is not taken
up in mentioning mining that the subject
is neglected. The Government cannot
do more for the industry than they are
doing. They continue to assist the
prospector and the small mine-owner.
Surely that is not a metter to be stated
in the Governor’s Speech.

Hon. J. E. Dodd : Are not the Govern-
ment following the lead of those people
who consider mining in Western Australia
to be unfashionable ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Surely
that cannot be suggested in view of
the statement I have made as to the
assistance which is given to the industry
in the shape of water supplies, advancing
money to prospectors under the Mines
Development Act, Ioaning prospectors
camels, and, in fact, assistance in every
possible way. Mention has been made
of the officials who have been appointed
in the Agricultural Department as show-
ing that more attention is paid to agricul-
ture than to mining. It must not be
forgotten, however, that the Agricultural
Department is new compared with the
Mines Department, and, therefore, it
is necessary that certain high officials
should be appointed, such as the Director
of Agriculture and the fruit expert.
It is argued that because no corresponding
appointments to these have been made
of late in the Mines Department there-
fore the mining industry is neglected.
That argument will not hold water for
one moment, for appointments in the
Mines Department, corresponding to
those I have referred to in the Agricul-
tural Department, were made Yyears
ago, when such officials as the State
Mining Engineer and the Government
Geologist were chosen. I could say a
great deal more in regard to this par-
ticular question but I am afraid T would
be taking the risk of wearying members
if I did so at this late hour. There are
oue or two other matters, however, I
wish to refer to briefly. Remarks were
made by Mr. Dodd in connection with
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the Arbitration Act. I regret to say
that the working of that Act has not
been altogether & success, but the
complaint made by the hon. member
was one as to the hardship experienced
in getting cases before the Arbitration
Court. I was rather disappointed in
his remarks in that respect, because I
expected from the position he is occupying
that we would have received some
suggestions from him as to how the
Act should be amended in order to
provide that the awards of the court
were better carried cut than is the case
at present. Undoubtedly ‘the weakness
in the Act now is the carrying out of the
awards of the court. I "know that
lately, according to the statement of the
President, a weakness has been referred
to, that is the difficulty that exists in
getting a dispute brought before the
court. That matter is receiving atten-
tion, but at the same time I think &
more important matter is to devise means
whereby the parties to these disputes
should be made to carry cut the awards
given by the court. I do not wish to
delay the House longer.

Hon, W. Kingsmill :
those children ?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: With
regard to the small mat{er which the hon.
member mentioned, as to a grant to a
very deserving society, [ ean only say
I have the greatest regard for the work
that society is earrying out, and that in
the coming KEstimates the question of
making a grant will receive the best con-
sideration in order to see whether some
assistance canuot be afforded. I desire
to thank members for the hearing they
have given me, and for the generouns cri-
ticism with whieh the Speech has been
received.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

What ahoub

ADJOURNMENT—STATE OF
BUSINESS.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly): I think it will meet
the wishes of members if I move the ad-
journment until Tuesday, the 6th Sep-
tember. I will do so because it is mot
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proposed to introduce a great number of
Bills into this House this session for the
simple reason that, I think, we would
be wasting time, remembering that there
are such measuares as the Health Bill, the
Licensing Bill, the Redistribution of
Seats Bill, and a few minor Bills to be
got through in another place. 1 hope the
other place wiil be sufficiently advanced
by the time we meet again to keep us
going. This adjournment will obviate the
necessity for country members to come
a long distance for, perhaps, a day’s sit-
ting a week. T move—

That the House ai its rising ad journ
to Tuesday, the Gth September.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 11 p.m,

M
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., aud read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Mines: 1, Report
of the Royal Commissien appointed to in-
quire into charges made by Mr. A. A
Wilson against the trustees of the Collie
Coal Mines Accident Relief Fund Trust.
2, Return showing aeccidents to guards
and shunters in the Railway Department.

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTION—UNCHARTED ROCKE,
“PERICLES” WRECK.

Mr. MURPHY asked the Premier: 1,
Ts it the iniention of the Government o
coutinue the search for the rock upon
which the “Pericles” is supposed to have
struek? 2, If so, will the Government, in
keeping with the importance of the dan-
ger to human Kves and the amount of
private property concerned, commence
the research as soon as possible?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Gov-
ernment have requested that one of the
vessels of the Australian Fleet be des-
patehed to thoroughly examine the waters
in the vicinity of the position given by
the master of the “Pericles” as to where
the ship struck; all that was possible
having already been done by the Govern-
ment with the appliances available to find
the rock. 2, The Government are await-
ing a reply to the communication re-
ferred to from His Ewcce]lency the Com-
mander-in-Chief,

QUESTION—GOVERNMENRT OFFI-
CES RENTED.

Mr. KEENAN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What is the total rental paid
or payable by the State Government for
offices rented in the city of Perth for the
vse of State Government institutions? 2,
What provision, if any, is made in respect
of such tenancies for snrrender of same?

The PREMIER {for the Minister for
Works) replied: 1, £1,850 per annum.
2, All these tepancies, with the exception
of the following, are terminable on either
one week’s or one month’s notice :—Taxa-
tion Depariment offices, 30th Sepiember,
1911.  Charities Department and Child-
rer’s Court, 31st October, 1911. Stores
Department’s offices, 6 months’ notice.

QUESTION—TREASURY FUNDS,
INTEREST.

Mv. KEENAN asked the Treasurer: 1,
Has he entered into negotiations with any
bank or banks carrying on business in
Weslern Australia to take on deposit for
a fixed period or otherwise moneys now
in his hands as Colonial Treasurer? 32,



